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'The Dedication: 


To his Sacred and moſt Glori- 
ous Majeſty, the God of Hea- 
ven and Earth, the KING of 
KINGS, and LORD of 
LORDS; who is much more 
above the higheſt Potentates 
and Emperors in the Werld , 
than they are above their 
meanelſt Slayes ! | 


Almighty Lord ! 
TSF .O Thee 1 dedicate my Book, 
Of oe SV to whom 1 have devoted my 
KD felf, all that #s good 
thereim, it ts thy own ; and 
if it do any yocd, to "Thee 
I muſt aſcribe the praiſe, The 
went indeed wighe be eſhawed and diſ- bee” 
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\ Convert, but alſo made yſe of to convert 0 


The Dedication, 
courgeed, if be did not. know that thou canſt 
pt. well by meak means as by ſtrong . nay, 
ſometimes thou makeſt choice of weak on pur- 
poſe, that fiejh may not glory, but the excel= 
lency of, #6e, power way be of thee along. 

It was moſt free and rich Grace, (which 
Eternity it ſelf will be ſhont enough to admire 
and adore) that I my ſelf was pitied, nho once 
lay as muchpolluted in my bioed as any other ; 
#ho bad run ſo far in the broad way, and had 
find my ſelf fo neer the deſtrattion which ig 
everlaſting! But if, I am net only made 4 


theys , my obligation mill be hightned , which 
# infinitely 4ſt. alrtady,, to ſhew forth thy 
raiſe. 

» *T44 #ht defire of my ſoul, O Lord | that thy 
Kingdom may be advanced, and that the Do» 
minion which fin and Satan have nſurped may 
be overthrown, Since thy yoak, is eaſie and thy 
government ſo ſueet, ſogracions, why ſhould 
not thy ſubjetts alſo be moſt numerous? Gird 
thy ſword pon thy thigh, Oh, miſt mighty one} 
and ride forth conquering and to conquer ; and 
thy right hand ſhall teach thee terrible things« 
Let thine arrons be ſharp, and thy Word pigzce 
like a two-edged {nord ; and let the whoN 
world, either by cenverſion or Petr "4h 

8fpecially by converſion fall under thee 


C 
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The Dedication, 
T hou art the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh 
is there any thing too hard for thee > When 
the Devil finn'd againſt thee (and thereby be- 
came 4 Devil) thou didſt eafily throw hins out 
of beaven, and ſhackle him in chains of dark- 
neſs; and canſt thou not as eaſily throw him 
ont of thoſe ſinners hearts which he has poſſeſſed 
and filled, and-pull down all his ſtrong holds? 
And as for ſin, though it be ſo mighty a thing, 
that Adam in innocency was overcome by it, 
that Angels in Heaven could not ſtand before 
it ; yet thou art able, and haſt promiſed to 
ſubdue it. -Ob, ſhew thy poner and Grace ! 
Since thy mercy ts ſo great, why ſhould there 
be ſo few partakers of mercy ? Since thy Son ts 
fo able to ſave to the nttermeſ#, mhy ſhould ſo 
ſmall a number be ſaved by him? Since the 
New Jeruſalem # fo ſpacious, why ſhould 
Hell pll ſo exceeding faſt> Oh, let thy ſpe= 
cial love be more generally manifeſted } Let 
thy healing and thy ſaving grace run in a much 
broader rnd ! Let thy tents be enlarged, 
and let them ftretch forth the curtains of thine 
habitation! Let not ſs many ſouls be the De- 
vils prey, which are of greater value than the 
world ; and which are capable of loving, and 
admiring, and gioriſying thee for ever ! An- 
ſwer, O my God, ſuch deſires-as theſe, ſo far © 
conkftent with the joreh of thy Counſel, 
A 3 ang. 


The Dedication, /. 
and thy ayes and Judpments, which are #n- 
ſearchable and paſt finding ont ! 
- Let thy Goſpel continue in” this Land of 
England! Let the San of righteouſneſs ſhine 
forth in greater ſtrength and glory, and diſpel 
the miſts of error, and chaſe away the night 
of Ignorance } Let nit the Sea be more full of 
water, than this Land of the knowledge of thy 
glory! As long as there u a Charchon earth, 
[et there bea Church in England! And,lee 
the Lamp of thy Word ſhjne cleerly among 
45, as long as the Sun and the Moon ſhall 
| ſhane in the Firmament | . 

Thou #ho hat the hearts of all in thy oun 
hand , incline ſom? to read theſe following 
Sermons ; and let all that read be the better 
by them. Let them underſtand in this their 
day the things which coggern their peace ) and 
obey thy Call to T wrn, before thou cumeſt, to this 
Keſotution to call and cry no more after thew | 
Oh, let noge grow blunder by the light's ſhin- 
ing in their eyes | let none grow harder by the - 
means which w:re defign'd to ſoften them | Lee 
nat the Word of Life prove unto any a deadly 
ſavour ! Let ſeme ſouls date their converſion 
from their reading this Bock ; and lit thoſe 
who are converted be farcher [trengthned-by if 
Encourege thy {crvint wore and marey; by 
makin 


RY * The Dedication, _y 


making þ [abours more abundantly ſucceſs« 
ful, who has refined and given up himſelf to 


Thee ; and whoſe greateſt H.nour and trueſt 
Happineſs it is tobe, 


Thine for every 


NarTHANAEL VINCENT, 


read with any Þ! ofit 
of lights do open th 
thee an underſtand 


ow thee wonders 1 S 
$ 1NAC- 


h before thaw we! 
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'To the Reader. ; 
quainted with, Thoſe doftrines that are 
moſt nſually preached, as thy Fudgment 
may yet more fully be informed ahout 
them; ſo I amſure thy affefttens have 
need to be ſtirr d up to bear ſome more 
proporttouable ſuitabieneſs unto the 
werght and concernment of them. 

It has moved my ſorrow, and almoſt 
my tndignation,to [ee him many Trutbs, 
becauſe often (as 'tis necafnt) inſiſted 
0n, are nanſeated by ſome Profeſſors. 
And yet alas theſe very Truths, thongh 
they have ofien heard them, they do 
not know them as they ought to know. 
As to any heart-affefing and operative 
knowledge, theſe perſons who fancy aud 
conceit themſelves ſo very intelligent, 
are very greſly rgnorant. Their conſct- 
ences are ſiupid, and they were never 
| Grouzht under the power of the Word 
"which 15 preached to them, Duttes, 

thoggh plainly and frequently preſſed 
” \areneelcited, and fins which they com- 
- "wnly hear reproved, are yet notwith- 
. "Banding more communly given way b 

WI<.5}.1 Tho 


7 hotSwho cauſt not like of a Diſ- 
courſe unleſs thy fancy be pleaſed, and 
thy itching ear clawed ; what jnſs rea- 
ſen haſt thou to queſtion, whether thy 
nature has been indeed renewed > for 
they who have been born again, deſire 
the ſincere milk of the word (though 
there be little mixture of what is bu« 
mane) that they may grow thereby, 
Reader ! Art theu graſly.gguorant 
and ungodly ? How mwh then alath it 
concery thee 10 nſe thoſe means which 
are appornted for the attaining of know- 
ledge ? Since without knowledge thy 
heart cawnot be goed's, nor thus thy ſelf 
ina ſafe eſtate. Thou art gene aſtray g. 
ah, Twn immediately, leſt the next 
ftep thoa take, be into the Grave and 
Hell { *Tis bxt ſmall ſecurity not tg per= 
ceive thy danger ; *tis but a pitiful bap- 
pineſs to be tgnorant of thy miſery, for 
this very ignorance increaſes thy dan- * 
ger, and will make thy miſery the more 
unavoidable. Sin is ſuch a thing as © 
wone ever repented of their parting! 
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laſts, and to live ſoberly, and righte- 
ouſly and godly in this preſent evil 
world, 

If 1hau art a Profeſſor, bat not a pra- 
Aiſer of Religions, conſider, "tis not a 
feigned converſion, but aturning with 
the whole heart, uvon which Life 1s pro- 
.amiſed and aſſured. If thou haſt a form 
of. goditncſs without the power, what 
does this prove but that thou hait more 
of the Athuit in thee, Surely thou 
U  t#hinkeſs the Lord does not regard, and 
-. will a0t puriſhy at leaſt 10 thee be will 
be. partial. 1 wonder how thou dareſt 


- Come |o often into his preſence, ſo neer 
+ bg Ark where hi jealouſic is hotteſt, 
- and [ofrequentiy engage in duties of his 
"*% Worſhip ; ſome ſn or vanity all the 


| while keeping thy heart away from him, 
I But sf thorn art tndeed converted, 
* .Ohgcs neerer unto God, and turn more 


| "ana more like to him, Grace 1s ſo ex- 
F rxellent 4 thing , that meathinks _} | 


fhoul 


with z therefore be perſwadeg# to deny 
thy former ungodlineſs and worldly 


& V bY. | 
ſhouldft be reftleſly importunate for a 
greater _—_— of it, The more you 
follow on 10 know the Lord, the better 
Jou will love him, and the more unwil- 
| ling you will be to leave him, and return 
agarn to folly. 

Converſion is a nail which the Pro- 
phets of old were hammering upon per- 
petually. Our Lord and his Apoſtles en- 
deavonred to drive this nail home. And 
God of late has not only ſent his Mini= 
fters to ply this buſineſs, but has takes 
the hammer of judgments to make this 
nail to enter, Now the ſtronger the re» 
ſiſtance is, we make, we muſt expet# 
from this hammer the more ſtroaks, We 
have ſeen lately dayes of great calami- 
ty and affiition, and yet they have 118 
ſome ſenſe beex alſo dayes of graces 
Therefore temporal judgments have 
been ſent, that ſpiritual mercies might 
be prized, and eternal judgments might. 
be prevented. Ged has had a deſign of 
love at the bottom of all by ſewerntes. 
Let us comply with it; for if we flif 
walk 


. 
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_- 1 C Reqager, 

walk-contrary, he has threatned in fury 
to chaſtize ns ſewen-fold more than as 
et he has chaſtized -us. And 1 may 
well tremble to think of thoſe jude- 
ments w1'6h will be ſeven ties wor ſe 
than the Plague and Fire, But if we 
learn wiſdom and inftrudtion by hts cor- 
reftion, and turn anto him that has 
ſmitten ns, we ſhall find the expreſsions 
of his faveur and loving kindneſs, f@ 

reater than ever werethe ſigns of hy 
diſplea| We. 


[SESSTTATES | 


PTPEEET PILE 
THE 


Conver lion 


SINNER: 


_ EZEK. 33, It. latter part. 
Turn ye, turn ye from yorr evil 
wayes; for why will ye die, 0 . 
bouſe of Iſrael ? 


! Is nat very ealie to diſcern whe- 
ther Man diſcovered greater 
tolly in departing from- God-at 


| firſt, or whether his folly be 
Wy More inexcuſable in rung 'torerarn 
. 0 B r9 
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the (onverſ;on of a Sinner, 


to him! At firff "he knew by bleſſed expe- 

rience hoiy good it was to be neer his Ma- 

ker, to enjoy the light of his counte-. 
nance 1n the ſtate of innocency ;. and-yet 
he ventur'd to go away. Now he feels the 

effeAs of his Apoſtaty ; for fin has Joad- 

ed him with various muſeries, calamities, 

vexawons, and yet how hardly is he per- 

ſwaded to_come hack. azain ? The Ehil- 

dren of men art eaſily induced to yidld to 
Satan, asf *twere their intereſt to give 
themſelves into the hands of a Aurtherer ; 
but theLord beſides whom there is no Sa- 
viour, 'may call, and call with frequency, 
with earneſtneſs , -yet .call in vain; v6; 
hexrtsire' dll, their ears are dedf, they 
will not hearken to him. It can never be 
ſufficiently lamented, that fin has made ſo 
many madmen 1h the world;/ife and death, 
birfing and ware ſet'before them; yet 
death 1s \ichoſen before life, the m il 4- 
ftoriſkiti# and intollerable curſes are.emM- 
braced, when'blefſings'of the higheſt, and 
molt durable nature, are rejected, 


Proh ſaperi! quantum mortalia pefturs c4c4 
. Notts babent | _ 


Hence *tis that the Lord expoſtulazss 
» » Not 


(i 


The (onverſion of a Sinner, © *q 
not only: in reference to ſn, but in refe- 
rence to pmni/hment : He not only ſayes, 


=. hy will you venture to tranſgreſs; butal- 
't} fo, Whyare you ſo forward to die, O houſe 
he f of Iſrael? 

d- The Prophet inthe beginning of this 
'S, | Chapter, is by the Lord appointed a 
w= Watchman over the houſe of 1/rael; he is 
l- | commanded to lift up his voice, when he 
tO | ſees the revenging ſword draivn forth,and 
'e | comming to cut the ungodly off for their 
"> | ungodlineſs; and unleſs he” call to the 
i- | wickedto turn and live, he js acceſlary to 
]> | their death, and their blood-will be re- 
Ir | quired at his hand. And being thus com- 
y miſſioned, he is commanded to'ſtop the 
© | mouths of evil doers, who cavil and reply 
O | againſt their Maker, and charge God 
2 | fooliſhly. 00s bh 

t A Controverſie it ſeems there was; at 
£ whoſe door the deſtruction of finners -i$ 
7 to be laid : The houſe of //rael very pe« 


remptorily and boldly lay the blame on 
God ; they ſtick not to ſay, the way of 
the Lord is not equal- But the God of * 
mercy, and of truth,” does vindicate him» 
ſelf from that undeſerved imputation 3 
profeſſitg, that if ſinners were not per. 
" verſly bent upon their own ruin, deltru. 
1 B 2 &t1 on 


| 


4 TheConverſion of @ Sinner. 
&ion-would be eſcaped. By his life he 
ſwears', that the! death of the wicked 
pleaſes him not 5 therefore inthe Text 
his voice is loud: and doubled, Tarn yes 
turn ye, frem your evil mayes 5 and the ſad- 
* dle'is ſet upon the right horſe, mens own 
wills are the cauſe of their own Wor. Why 
will ze-die, O houſe of Tſrael? + | 

The words expreſs a very pathetical 
and ſerions call, wherein obſerve, 

1. The perſons called, The honſe of 
Iſrael. 

2. To what they are called; they are 
called tos Tarn. 

3- The urgency of this call, which ap- 
pears in the doubling of it, Turn ye, 


. turn Je, 


4. -From what they muſt turn, from 
their evil nazer. 
/ .5. The argument uſed to prevail, which 
has abundance of holy rhetorick in it 
 FVhy mnillye die? | 

Without turning death is certain. Satan 
may. ſay to the poſterity, as. once to the 
Parents, Ye ſhall wit ſurely die ; but this 
will be found true, Thoſe ſhall le turned into 
Heli, Pal. 9.17. who will not turm»to 
God; thither *tis that evil wayes haveall 


broad 


- a tendency. Several ptths there are in the * 


e | 
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TheC onverſ101 of A S;nner, : 5 
broad way, but in death, the ſecond death, 
they all conclude and meet. - Therefore 
the-Lord 1s brought in, pitying of ſinners, 
and pleading with them. 

Fby mill ye die? (Is it beranſe 1 am 
[predy in revenging ? 56u know I am {lon 
ts anger ;' and by experience have _n me 
ſo, elſe my nrath had long &re this broken 
forth upon you ; 0r is it becanſe I am inexora» 
ble, not rs be-intreated when once provoked ? 
VT by, 1 have proclaim d wy ſelf ready 1» for- 
give, and plenteous in mercy, unto all that 
call upos him. Or is it becauſe you never heard 
of the may and means of recovering life, .and. 
flying ſrom the puniſhment you have deſerved ? 
How often bave I ſent my Prophets, that you 
might be brought to believe, to repenty and t9 
obey ? But ſtill your neck is as an iron finew ; 
ou are reſolved to rujh.on in fin. If you pe- 
riſh, you may thank your ſelves. If you are 
deſtroyed , *tis bacayſe you chuſe deſtru- 
ctian. 

Three Doctrines the Text affords us: 

Firſt, That evil wazes are the wayes of 
death. | 

Secondly, The preat reaſon why men die} 
and die for ever, is becauſe they will. 


Thirdly, Th: Lord does call and call a- 


* o4in upon /inners to tarn from their evil nayes 
4 ] 


B 3 Dia, 


and live. 


ve Converſion of a Sinner. 
D6#! x. I begin with the firſt Do- 


= 
. o 


Arine, That evil wayes are ihe mayes of 


death, As they are murally evidy ſo evil 
and deſtrutlive to them that walk in them. 
Indeed theſe wayes may ſeem right, but 
becauſe of this, they are not the leſs, bur 
the more pernicious, Prov, 14. 12. 7 here 
1 4 way that ſeemeth right unto a man ;, but 
the end thereof are the wayes of death. 

1. Theſe evil wayes de many times «ccelt= 
rate and baſten death temporal. That was 
the ſentence pronounced upon mans fall ; 
Duſt thow art; and anto duſt then ſhalt re- 


.turn. And how often by fin is the execue- . 


tionof that ſentence ſpeeded > We read 
of ſome not ſuffered to [ive owt half their 
dajes, Pſal- 55. 23+ the reaſon is, be- 
cauſe they live ſo wickedly, Thoſe whoſe 
carcaſles fell in the wilderneſs, might have 
lived to poſleſs the Land of Promiſe ; but 
they ſometimes murmured, ſometimes they 
commit idolatry, ſometimes fornication ; and 
at laſt, the oath « ſworn they ſhould not enter 
into Canaan, The intemperate and un- 
clean, hoiy do they waſte their ſtrength ? 
How-many diſeaſes do they puniſh them- 
ſelves with? And though ſo miſerably wa- 
prepared for judgment, haſten their depare 


ture-out of this world to the-tribunal of * 


_ dimgwbo judges righteouſly> 2.Theſe 


e Conmernone | - 
2-. Theſe ovil wayes ; God whois our life 1s 
not to be ſound in: In a ſpiritual ſenſe we are 
dead thongh alive, while we walk here, The 
Epheſians are ſaid to be dead in treſpaſſes and 
fin, while they walked according vo the courſe 
of thjs world, and had their converſation in 
the It's of their fleſh, Eph. 2.2, 3, If the 
life of the ſoul does conſiſt in being wnited 
20 God, in being animited and afted by bu 
Spiritz then iniquity that ſeparates be- 
tiveen God and us, 1/a. 59, 2. mult needs 
be granted a deadly thing. | 
3. Theſe evil wayes are the beaten path to 
kells damnati.n, to that death which i ever= 
laſting,Never any came to hell butthrough 
theſe wayes; and there is not one that 
continues to walk in them without con» 
yerfion, but ſhall at laſt 'come thither. 
The enemy upon the pale horſe without a 
ſecond is deadful ; but when Hell follows 
immediately after him ; alas4 what hand 
can be ſtrong 2 what heart can þe able to 
endure? This ſecond Death is' by one of 
the Fathers called Jxve[G> ddowodilG?, T he 
death that is immortal ; becauſe the finner 
1s Never-put out of his pain, alwayes tor- 
taxed, but never quite diſpatched ; the 
fire burns ſt1]l, but nevec totally conſumes 
them whom it. burns; the worm {till 
enayvs, but is never ſatisfhed. '* * YFbi- 


Þ: © onverfron of 4 Sinner, * | 


V'Vhither away beſotted and blinded ſoul ? 
- Fhither is it thou art making ſuch Pf haſte? 
Is it gain, delight, and happineſs which thou 
baft in chaſe, I thou feemeſt rathtr to flje 
than run towards it ? eAlas mo; "tis in the 
broad nay that tho driveſt on fo furiouſly ; *tis 
not gain, bat loſs ; "tis not pleaſure, but pain ; 
*tis not an happineſs, but miſery; ay, and 
the extreameſt miſery which thou art purſuing, 
Oh ſtop thy courſe and go no farther ) Oh leave 
this lower path, Prov. I'5- 24, T he way of 
life s above to the wiſe, that he may depart 
row hell b:neath, | 
You ſee.in what refpeRs evil wayes are 
the wayes of death. Now, the rightronſneſs 
of God, in puniſting thoſe with detth that 
perſiſt in theſe wayes, will be evident, if 
theſe things following are conſidered. 

I. Theſe wayes are expreſly forbidden by 
bim that ts the ſupream Law-giver ; who has 
power #0 ſave, and to deſtroy, and for ſo me1n 
« ny:tchas man is, to affront and deſpiſe, 
that Majeſty and Aathority that is ſo in- 
finitely bigh above bims, does juſtly deſerve 
an infinite puniſhment, Beſides, the Lord 
profers himſelf to a finner, if he will: 
forſake his evil wayes and thoughts: Now 
if the ſinner reje& that offer, and prefer 
not only the ewp:y world, but the vile/? luſt s 

bh | before 


ne Convernont IO 
before the bleſſed God, let reaſex jaage 1f 
it be not j»ſ#; that he ſhould eternally be ſe» 
parated ſrom him, And this pzna damni,loſs 
of God, is moſt properly the death ſpo- 
ken of, *tis iked the veryHell of Hell, 
2. Sinners are threatned with diath ; if 
therefore they will venture upon that 
which -brings them under the laſh of rhe 
threatnings,” *tis but juſt they ſhould 
ſmart for that preſumption : They are 
forewarned to flee from that wrath which u to 
come ; but if they take no warning, that 
wrath will very juſtly overtake them; 
They cannot plead, either that they knew 
not their Maſters will 3 or thatthey were 
ignorant of the penalty following upon 
their .rebelling againſt it, Hor often 
have thoſe that enjoy the light of the 
Goſpel, been informed that *tis the will 
of God they ſhould ſorrow and rend their 
hearts for (in; that *tis the will of God 
they ſhould believe 1n his Son ; that *tis 
the will of God even their ſan&tification, 
I Theſ. 4. Nay, how often have they been 
foretold of the manyv ſtripes that muſt be 
endured by thoſe that continue in wilful 
diſobedience ? *'Tis not unequal - then 
ſince they made the Lord a lyar by thei 
unbelief , that he ſhould: yindicate His 
| truthy 


truth, and cauſe them to feel. thoſe plagues 
| and torments which thouſands of times 
| they were warned of; but hadno faith or 
| fear concerning tnem. | 

3. As inners are threatned becauſe of 
their evil wayes, ſs they art ſhened which tx 
the way of life and peace, and very much preſ< 
Jed to walk in it. Alſiſting and ſtrengthning 
Face 1s profered to them 3 but if neither 
that glory and immortality at the md of 
the way, nor that help and grace which 
they may have un the way» are regarded 
but the paths of deſtrattion and miſery (as 
they are called) Kow.3.16. are preferred; 
they themſelves indeed do wrong their 
own ſouls ; but God is righteo in deſtroy- 
ng them. 

The only uſe I ſhall make of this Do- 
| Ctrine,. is to caution 304 apainft theſe evil 
| mwaJes, that are the mayes of death, You 
that have through grace left them, take 
heed. of declining tewards them. It has 
colt the Saints dear, when they have ſtept 
aſide z their falls have defiled them and 
broken their bones, And you that ſtill re- 
{ſolve to walk in theſe wayes, at laſt open 
your eyes, and'ſee hither you are going. 
Alpon the reading theſe lines, make a ſtop 
Mathout delay, leſt ſudden death, ſudden de= 


ſtruftzon, 
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ftruftion, ſudden damnation come upon yeu, 


44 


and there be no poſhbility of eſcaping, 
17heſ.$.3. 

1, Let not the profit of theſe mayes Lind 
108, Riches are deceitful , they appear 
what they are not, and while We are 
eagerly purſuing theſe, we are gulled and 
cheated of far truer riches z- we mals of 
that treaſnre in heaven that mill never fail, 
Luk. 12-33. Be not deluded by the un- 
righteous Mammon ; ſatisfattion ,, eaſe, 
contentment may be promiſed ; but you 
will be paid in trouble and vexation, 
Riches are likened by our Lord to 7 berns, 
partly becauſe they choak the good ſeed 
of the Werd, and partly - becauſe they 
pierce thoſe that doat upori them with Ma- 
ny ſorroivs. Take the ballances of the 
ſanctuary, and xejeh the gain that you get 
by walking in your evil wayes, with the 
Ioſs that you both do and will ſuſtain; and 
then *twill be apparent, that Satan's and 
the heart's plea of profit is very unreaſon» 
able. Y ou gain earth, but you loſe gracezyon 
oain gold, but you loſe God ;- you gam & 
little of the world, which you can- keep? 
but a very little tile, but you. Joſe your 
ſeuls, and an whole etermty of glory. | 

3. Let nt the pleaſure of theſe evil. wayemn 
enſnare 


. Lot walked alone in the way of righte- 


, the way which leadeth unto life, and few there 


The Conver ion of 4 [4 8 


the voluptuous one day ſmart for all their 
pleaſures! | 
3. Let not the multitude of thoſe who walk 


in theſe evil nayes confirm and harden you. 


ouſneſs, though Sadrm was generally de- 
filed by an ungodly converſation; he 
would not follow a multitude to ds evil. 
He that faid, Strait #5 the gate and narrom is 


be that find it, Mat. 7. ſurely never in- 
tended his Diſciples ſhould go in the 
beaten path of the wirld,Sinner,deceive not 
thy ſelf with this, T hou diſt what athers do, 
and thou ſhals ſhift as well as they, Thou and 
they wall fare alike indeed ; that js, be 
turned 'into hell. for your wickedneſs. 
'Twill be no comfort there to have come + 
panions in thy miſery ; but rather among 
the damned, there wall be a torturing grief 
and indignation at the ſight one of another, 
to conſider what incarnate devil; they Were 
to one anothers ſouls, and helped, for- * 
wards one anothers condemnation, Upon ©. 
this ſcore it might be that the rich man; 
Luk, 16. was ſo unnilling hrs Lrebren ſhut: 
come to the place of torment, becauſe. 
damned for taoſe fins which,he in his þ 
time. had deen acceſjary to; their corp 
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with him in Hell would have but added to 
his woe. We uſe to ſay here, The more, the 
merrier 5 dut there *tivill be, The more, the 
ſadder. When God nas all his enemies in 
one place together, and none of his peo- 
ple mingled with them, then all his wrath 
will be {tired up, and all the vials of his 
fury poured down upon them. I have done 
with that firſt Do&rine, That evil wayes 
are the wayes of death, 

DA. 2. The ſecond Do&rine is this : 
T be preat reaſon nhy men die te die for ever, 
besanſe the) will. They will be the ſervants 
of an, though death be all the wages they 
ſhall certainly have for all their foylſom 
and ladorious ſervice. Sinners will not bz 
parged, Ter, 13. #.t. Wo unto thee, O Je- 
raſalem, wilt thou not be made clean? when 
ſhall it once be > They will not be gathered 
under ta2 wing of Chcilt, though there 
only be the place of refuge, 'both from the 
rape of Satan, and from the wrath'of God, 
More. 23, 37. O- Jetiſatem | Feruſalem ! 
thou that killeſt the Proppers and ftoneſt them 
that are ſent uaro thee, hiw often woald I have 
gathered thy children together, as an Hen ga- 
ther:zth her brood under her nings, and yt 
would n't? Nay, tae ils of many, who 
have often lighted the admonitions and 
calls 


PS 
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* calls of Moſes and the Prophets, are ſo 
deſperately.dent to fin, that though them- 


G 
F ſelves ſhould/ſer the flam:s and torments it 
1 makes others ſuffer ; yet they weald not de 


| perſwaded to forſake it, Luk, 16. 30, Jl. 
Nay, Father Abraham but if one went 10 
them from the dead they iwill repent ; and be 
ſaid anto him, 'If they hear not Moſes and 
the Prophets; neither 'will they be per- 
ſmaded, though one roſe frim the dead, 

My work. in the :operyt}g of this Do- _; 
Grine; will be firſt . to demonſtrate the. 
truth of it; . That men die becauſe they will, 
Secondly, to evidence ' that piens inability to 
whar is good', ſo often ſpoken of in Scripture, 
does not at all contraditt thu diftrine, 

The Arguments to! demonſtrate that” 
mens own 'wills are the great cauſe of 
their death and perdition; are theſe, 

I. One Argument ſhall be drawn from 
the natural corruption and depravation' of the 
will of man,” And wherein does this cor- 
1 ruptionlye, bur in the »i/ls declining from 
God, the fountain of life and peace, and 
inclining” to #hat 1s evil? Though the fin» 
ner (wo nnto him) does call that evil good 3 
and 1magins' that to be ſweet, which will 
prove 'as bitter arid poyſonous as the 
very gall of aſp; unto him, —_— 

L1KCN 


: 
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liken the will of man unto a pure Virgin, 
which 3n the firſt Apoſtacy did eſcape de+ 
foomring ; but certain it 3s, both from Scri- 
pture and experience, that inthe will, ori- 
ginal ſin does moſt of all ſhewat ſelf, He 
that does not underſtand h# heart role deſ= 
peracely wicked, Jer. 17,9, *Tis a gn his 
heart deceives kym, and with his heart be 
3s utterly unacquainted, What unbelief, 
what price, what alienationfrom the life 
of: God, what enmity againſt the-com- 
mand, which is holy, juſt,and good, Kom,7. 
15 there 1n the will of a natural man? The 
will then being ſo deeply corrupted, and 
bearing ſuch ſway as indeed it does, muſt 
needs hinder converſion to God, and ho- 
lineſs,, which it ſo: much diflikes;z and 
conſequently have a great hand in the per- 
dition of the children of men. | | 

--.-2+ Another Argument ſhalk be drawn 
from the jaſineſs of  God*s repronfs, and- anger, 
Certainly he would not fo ſharply repre- 
hend.them ; his anger would not ſoſmoak 
againſt tbem, becauſe of their ſtuhborn- 
neſs and wilfulneſs in their evil wayes, if 
they had a ſacere. will, and only wanted 
poxer to do that which is good; When the 
Lord inilicted judgments npon his ancient 
people, he ſpeaks of their ol/tinacy, their 


refuſing 
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refuſing to hearken, and to be reclaimed ; 
and this he does to vindicate the equity of 
his ſeverer wayes of dealing with them. 
We read, 2 King. 17,13, 14 18, "That 
the Lord teſtified aoainft Iſrael by bis Pfg-= 
pbets and Seers, ſaying, Turn ye from yonr 
evil wayes , and keep my commandements. 
Netwithſtanding they would not hear, but 
hardned their necks like unto the neck of their 
fathers,»hich did not believe in the Lord their 
God ; now upon this »ilfulneſs followed, 
and that yery juſtly, God's angry and their 
deftruftion, Therefore the Lord was very an- 
gry with the children of Iſrael, and removed 
them ont of bis (ight. 
In the ſecond place, I atn'to prove, 
That mens inalility to do that which is 
g00d, .does not thwart this Dodtrine, thar - 
their fin and miſery 1s to be laid at their 
wills door. The Holy Ghoſt that he might 
humble the children of men, and beat down 
the opinion they have of their ox» poxer and 
riohteouſneſs , and make them uſe' that 
ſpeech of the Prophet, 1ſa, 45. 25. Sare- 
ly in the Lird have 1 righteouſneſs and 
ſtrength,qoes inculcate this, that marrinhis 
ſinful & degenerate ſtate is unable to'that 
which as ſpiritually good ; therefore ie 
are ſaid to be xithorr Jfrength, Rom, 5. 6, 
*', 


213' The (onverſion of a Sinner, 
We art not ſufficient of our ſelves to think any 
thing 4s of our ſelves, but our ſuſſicienty us of 
God, 2 Cor. 3. 5. We areſaid tobefaint, 
and to have no mighty Iſa, 40. 29, And our 
Lord tells us plainly, Fob, 15. 5. Without 
me ye can do nething. Bur for all this, 
though, we want a poxer to do 200d, our 
wills are to be blamed for the evil which is 
done by us; It muſt not be imagined that 
the Scripture mentions ſinners inability to 
do good,to put an excuſe into their mouths, 
for their doing.of evil ; but to drive them 
to Chriſt, who can ſtrengthen them to do all 
things, Phil. 4-13. 'Tis true, man is #na- 
ble, but withal he is anxilling to do what 


God requires of him, though tending toſ 


his own welfare.  T he reaſon why he con- 
tinues in fin, and 1s undone by it, isnot 
only becanſe he cannot convert himſelf, but 
alſo, and that principally, becauſe he is un- 
willing-to be converted, This will be made 
farther to appear intheſe particulars, 

'- Sinful man imagines himſelf able to 
turn from hes evil wayes; he defers his 
repentance, as if he could turn to God. at 


an hour warning : Now that he does not 
what he thinks ke can z his own will muſt be 
the impediment, and this-he muſt blame. 
if-ſo be he periſhes, 


Ig Sn; 


but 
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2. Sinful man ill nt do what he js really 
able to perform ; one talent he has, but he 
wall not trade with it 3 many fins that ex- 
poſe him to wrath and vengeance , he 
mioht abſtain from, if he would; but alas! 
he is voluntarily a ſlave to them; and is 
pleaſed with this ſervitude. The Adulte- 
rer *ilfully gees to the Harlots houſe, the 
unrighteous worldling wilfully gets diſ- 
honeſt gain 3 therefore it follows, that 
theſe wilfully deſtroy themſelves. A natu- 
ral man can do that which is good, as to 
the matter, though he fail in the manner 
of doing: He canpray, hear, read; but 
he wilfully omits theſe duties; and ſo 


wilfully ſubzeRs himſelf to the curſe that's 


threatned upon his omitſion, He will not 
do what he really can ; and thenſurely if 
his power were enlarged, it would not be 
noſed. He that can well ſpare it, andre- 
fuſes to give a penny to the poor, we -may 
conclude, that thouga he could ſpare '3t, 
e wonld be anvillins to give a pound: 
In like manner a natural man, who wall 
not do what he canto' be ſaved, whichis 
but little, were his poiver greater, he 
would not do more in order to falyation, 
2+ Sinful man is ſorry that hz able ro do 
C1 fo 
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ſo much, he wiſhes that he were totally impo- 
* tent, that ſo 1t might ſerye as an excuſe for 
him. This ſhews . the wickedneſs of his 
will. Further, he will not uſe the means 
by which grace and ſtrength from heaven 
are conveyed ; he will not wait and call 
on God): he will not ſeek unto him for the 
accompliſhing of the promiſes made in 
the gracious Covenant, Nay, he wilfully 
reſiſts the Spirit when he comes to work 
upon him 3 he had rather be let alone in 
ſin, That's the language of ungodly ones, 
Fob 21. 14. They ſay anto God, depart from 
4s, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy ways. 
The wicked man, though he may cavi 
that he wants power, yet his want of will to 
be turned and live, 1s that which mainl 
ruins-him-: And all thoſe high thexghts anc 
reaſonings againſt God, as if he were a 
hard Maſter, as if his nayes were not equal 
at the great day, how will he be aſhamec 
of them > When conſcierfce ſhall flie i 
his face, and in good ſadneſs reproach hi 
with this; He was often warned and cal 
led vpon, but ou/d not turn that he 'migh 
have life. 

The Application follows. 

4ſe t. Of Information 1n theſe part! 

culars. 1: 8 
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po- | IT. Do men die forever becauſe they 
for Iwill > Then who art thog,O »anthat chargeſt 
his | God with thy deſtruftion? Surely herein 
ans |thou chargeſt God. fooliſhly ; as ne de- 
ren [lights not in thy fin, ſo neither in thy 
all | death. The malefa&tor muſt not be angry 
the| with the Judge for paſſing a ſentence of 
in | condemnation upon him, bur he ought 
Hy to blame himſelf for doing that for 
ork} which he deſerves to be condemned, How 
inf] often has the Lard called but yu have refuſed, 
es,| how often has he ſtretched forth his hand, all 
rows the day long, but all the day long you have 
195. þ been diſoþedient and painſaying £ Rom. 10. 
will #:t. How ſpeechleſs will this make you, 
| tof when he comes to judge the world in 
nlyl righteouſneſs ? 

and 2. Dg'men die for eyer becauſe they . 
an} will ? Then the death of the wicked is moſt 
valy juſt and riphtecus, *Tis but equal that the 
ned willing flaves of fin, that would not be- 
e i] come the Lords freemen, ſhould be fet- 
un tered in chains of darkneſs. The offen- 
:aly dor that refuſes a pardon offered, jultly, 
gh nay, doubly deſerves to have judgment ex- 
ecuted, both becauſe of hes iffence,and bz - 
cauſe he flights mercy. The Patient who 
thruſts away the Phyſician, who would heal 
01m of a ſore diftemper, very well de- 
C 3 ſerves 
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ſerves to die for it; and the finner who 
will not turn to God , who rejeRs the 
Lord Jeſus, who is able both to pardon 
and to heal him ; though he periſh and be 
condemned, yet he 15 not 1n the leaſt 
wronged. 

3. Do men die for ever becauſe they 
will ? that a torture will it be to them in 
Hell, to think it was their own milfulneſs 
which brought them thither. Such kind of 
reflections as theſe will be as ſo many 
poyſoned daggers to pierce the very ſoul 
..- of a damned reprobate. What ailed me to 

prove a devil to myſelf | what ailed me to fade 
with Satan, for the bringing about my own de- 
ſerattion | #hat phrenz,y mas this, to make the 
whins my ſelf, wherewithal I am to be laſhed) to 
kindle the flames with my own hands; in which 
1 muſt dwell and burn for ever | 

Hſe 2, Shall be of Caution : Take heed 
of wilful finning,, which is the bigh road 
leading to death, Take heed alſo leſt you con- 
tent yorr ſelves with a ſeeming willingneſs to 
eſcape deſtruttion. 

i. Let me caution you avainſt wilful ſin- 
ning, The more of ti2 will 1s 1n tranſ- 
oreliion, tie more of provocationsthere - 
fore David 1s ſoearnelt to be kept from pre- 
ſumptuqns ſins whic? he knew , becauſe pre- 
b ſumptuons 
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ſamptnons ro le fogreat, Pſal. 19. 13+ Ina 
Land and time of light, take heed of he- 
ing wilfu!ly ignorant : In che midſt of 
helps and encouragements to duty , 
take hzed of Noth, which is a fault of the 
wili; but be a follower of :hem who through 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes, Heb. 
6. 12. 'Let no fin be loved, pleaded for, 
livedin; let not the pleaſing reſte make 
thee venture upon any forbidden fraic 3 let 
not the fine-coloared skin make thee to 
hug any Serpent in thy boſom , which 
wall ſting thee todeath, 

2. Let me caution you againſt that 
which us only a ſeeming willingneſs to turn 
from fin, and eſcape deſtruction. 

1. An idle unindaſtrious will, only 4 
ſeeming will, A lazy wiſh to be ſaved, 
where there is no ſerious uſing of the 
means of ſalyation, ſignifies nothing) but 
that you are groſly ignorant and ſtupid, 
39norant of the worth of ſalvation, and 
Rupidly unſenſible of your own danger. 

2, A ill for the future is only aſeeming 
will. Moſt of them who go on in their 
evil wayes, have a will to leave them 
hereafter ; but this only ſhews their pre- 
ſent unwillingneſs. And if you are back- 

ward to turn now, you are likely hereat- 
MA. ter 
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ter to be more averſe, When God is fur- 
ther departed from you, when Satan has 
built ttronger hulds in you, when conſci- 
ence 1s grown more ({tupid, wien cuſtom 
in fin has doubled the ({trength and vehe- 
mence of your natural inclination to 1t. 
Alas ! how many millions have died and 
been taken away in their iniquities, that 
were as fully reſolved upon repenting 
hereafcer, as any that are now alive ? 
Take heed of this reck, upon whichſo mae 


- ny have ſplit, and Deen aft 4294y | for ever. 


God's will 1s for the preſent ; he layes, 
To day if you will hear my voice, harden wot 
your hearts, Heb, 3 3 « 17,0. Bat 1t now when 
God is willing to give you life, you are 
unwilling ; he may be hereafter unwil- 
Jing, when you would fain have it : F#hen 
dearh and deſtrattion come upon you as 4 whirl - 
wind, he has threatned thar you ſhall call 
pony bim for life and ſalvation, bur it ſhall 
be far from you ; you ſhall ſeek bim early, 
bat you ſhall not find him, if now Jou hare 
knowledge, and do not chaſe the fear of the 

Lerd, Prov. 1. 2B, 29. 
3- A,Fi/l upon a miſtake « only a ſeeming 


ill.” Thoſe-whom our-Lord likens to the 
- tony. ground, heard the word with, joy, 


anden were willing to emorace it, but they 
dreamt 
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dreamt not of the croſs and perſecution ; 
that made them to fall away. Many ſeem 
willing to beConverts, but they fit not down 
and coant the coſt of converſion : And when 
once they are informed, that tney muſt 
deny themſelves, let go all out of their 
affections preſently, and out of their pol- 
ſefhon too, when ſtanding in competition 
with the Lord Jeſvs 3 when they are in- 
formed), thar a bill of divorce muſt be 
given to their Herodjas, that they muſt bid 
defiance to every luſt though it plead ne- 
ver ſo much gelight or 241n that it may 
;1l be embraced ; when they are inform- 
ed, that tney muſt watch, and pray, and 
walk with the oreateſt care,and fervency, 
and Circ! amſpeRion, that they muſt rake 
the Kingdom of heaven with an holy yio- 
lence, as it were by ſtorm, elſe they will 
fall ſhort and loſe the crown. On tien 
they cry out, Theſe are hard ſayings ; whs 
can hear them ? 

Hſe 3. Of Exiortation, Since men 
dic becauſe they will, Let me perſwade 
you to conſent that your will may berenemed. 
Man has not a worſe en:my than his. own. 
will, vntil there be a change wrought in it, 
And that this change may be effeed,ob- 
(erye theſe direQior.s. 

I, Frdge 
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perverſne/s ; till ſenfible of this you can- 
not de in a right manner humbled. That 
thou haſt fnned ſo much, ſo long, ſhould 
very much aff2& and afflict thee veiore 
God; bar that thou haſta will to fin ten 
thouſind times mare, were :t not for the 
rei{traints of crace ; nay, to fin unto eter- 
nity/ Oh, what confuſion and ſorrow 
thoald this cauſe / 

2. Study the deceitfulneſs of the Tempter 
and th: V Yorld ; then your hearts will not 
be ſo forward to be taken with their daits, 
and to be /rawn away from God, The 
world is vain and vexing, and Satan is a 
Iyar and a murderer, you have little rea- 
ſon to yield to either. 

3. Set before yonr eyes the bleſſedneſs of 
- dife eternal, and the miſery of everlaſting 
deach, that life may be choſen, and the 
wav tO 1t. 

4+ Be fervent in prayer, that the Lord ac« 
cording to bu promiſe weald give you 4 new 
heart, and work in you to will of his own good 
pleaſure, Ezek. 36. 26. Phil, 2.13. And 
if he cauſe your hearts to defire grace and 
olory, he will ſatishe thoſe deſires he has 
Taiſed in you ; if he work in you to will 
and to do,notwithſtanding all oppolition, 
you 


I. Taige your ſelves becauſe of your natural 
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you ſhall work out your own ſalvation, and an 
abundant entrance ſhall be adminiſtred to you, 
into the everlaſting kingdom, Thus of the 
ſecond DoRrine, The reaſon why wen die, 
and die for ever, is becanſe they will, 

Dit. 3. The third Doctrine follows. 
The Lord does c«ll and call again upon finpers 
to turn from their evil wayes and live, Turn 
Je, Turn ye, ſaith God inthe Text. The 
buſineſs of Converſion 1s not a'thing 
which man firſt thought of ; nay, he would 
never think of it, or be perſwaded to its 
if the Lord did not call after him, and 
make that call effeual. We read indeed 
in Scripture of ſenſible and awakened pe- 
nitents, crying and beggins tobe turned; 
but theſe cyyes are bucas it were the Ec- 
chi*s of God's voice and call that went 
before, In the handling of the DoEtrine, 
I (hall, Firſt, ſhew box God call; upon fir- 
ners to turn to him. Secondly, VVhy he 
does it, Thirdly, E xpiain the nature of this 
Converſion or turning, Fourthly, conclude 
with Application. 

In the firſt place, I am to ſhew, How 
God calls upn ſinners to turn to him, This he 
does (everal wayes. 

it. He cell; upon them from Mount Ebal. 
That was the Mount from whence the 
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curſes were derounced; he tells them jn 
his Word of the curſedneſs and wo of the 
unconverteds ſtate. He ſends the *Law as 
School-Maſter to teach them a ſad Leſlon; 
that becauſe of their frequent tranigreſs 
ſzons, they are juſt upon the brink of eter= 
nal miſery ; and his deſign 1s, that here- 
by they may be awakened and ſtopc in 
their deſtructive way, an4 not flatter them- 
ſelves with hopes of peace, tnough they (till 
walk on after the imagination of their vil 
heart. 

This voice of the Lord by the Law is 
loud and terrivle, -uttered an purpeſe to 
rouze & (tartle them that are dead aſleep. 
Waen'the Lav was delivered, There was a 
burning with fire, there mas blackneſs, and 
darkneſs, and tempeſt, the ſound of @ tram- 
pet, and tbe woice of words, which woice they 
that heard, increated that the word might not 
be ſpoken to them any more 5 and ſo terrible 
was the fight, that Moſes ſaid, i exceedingly 
fear and quake, Heb, 12. 18, 19, 21. And 
if the manner of theLaw's delivery was ſo 
dreadful, much more-dreadful will oz the 
manner af the Laws execution upon thoſe 
by whom it has been violated > The fire 
and darkneſs at Mount Sinai were nothing 


im compariſon with the pre of Hell, and the 
blackneſs 
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blackneſs of darkneſs there. Upon the 1m 
penitently wicked the Lord has threatned 
to rain ſnares, fire and brimſton, -and an hor- 
rible tempeſt, this ſhall be the. portion. of their 
np» Pſal.11.6. And truly this leure of 
the Law 1s neceſſary , that we may at- 
tain to a true knowledge and underſtand= 
ing of (in; and when we have been thus 
at the foot of Mount Ebal and Sinai, and 
have heard that fin 1s the great hindrance 
of all ſorts of bleſſings, and loads us 
with curſes of all forts, both temporal 
and ſpiritual, and alſoeverlaſting ; this 1s 
the way to cure our unreaſonable doating 
upon 1t, and to make us fear and tremble 
becauſe we have given ſo much yay. to 
If, 

2. God calls won ſinners from Mount Ge> 
rizzim, to turn to tim 3 from hence of 
old the bleſſings were ſounded forth. He 
not only, gives them a fight of wrath, as 
nigh at hand, while they continue work- 
ers of iniquity ; but alſo he gives them 2 
view of mercy afar (ff , which ſhall be 
breught neer them on condition their wick- 
edneſs.is forſaken. Upon the anripbteoys 
man*s forſakingof his ſinful ways and thoughts, 
mercy and abundant pardon are promiſed, [{2. 
55-7. This call of the Goſpel fram 

| Mo:u1t 


. The Converſion of a Sinner. 
Mount Geriz&im, is like the ſtjll woice af- 
ter the ſtrong wind, the fire and the earth- 
quake. Hoi full of encouragement are 
thoſe words, Zech, 1. 3. Turn unto mes 
ſaith chi Lord of Hoſts, and I will tarn nnto 
you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. And Hoſ.14.1, 
O Iſrael, return unto the Lord thy God, for 
zhou haſt fallen by thy iniquity, Thou haſt de- 
ftroyed thy ſelf, but in me us thy help found. 1 
wilt hal thy back-ſlidings, and will love thee 
freely, though thou defervelt nothing but 
my anger and my hatred. 

Satan, by tempting us to fin, has taken 
away our bleſſing from us, yet we ought 
not to deſpond 3 for the Lord has more than 
one bleſſing, That which the firſt Adam 
forfeited, the ſecond Adam was ſentto 
reſtore, A. 3. 26. Gd having raiſed np 
his Son Feſus, ſent hins to bleſs you in turning 
awiy every one of you from his iniquities, 
The Lord does take ſinners np, as 4t were, 


into mout Gerizzim ; he ſheivs them his 


Kingdom, and the glories of it; he tells 
"them of his ſtore of bleſſings, of the in- 
eftimable benefits which his Son has pur- 
' chaſed, juſtification, adoption, ſanCtifica- 
tion, vlory ; and aſſures them, All ſhall 
be theirs, if they will but turn indeed. 
And truly theſe are other kind of mou 
than 
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han Satan ever did, or can'poſſibly make. 

3. God: calls upon finners to turn, by 
the moſi paſſionate pleadings and preſſing ex= 
poſtulations, His defign ip expoſtulating, is 
to make them ſenſible of their wnreaſon- 
ableneſs in perſuing deceitful vanities, and 
fulfilling their detling laſts, and refuſing 
to convert unto him, Who both can ſan- 
&ifie them from their defilements, and 
ſarisfie them with his all-ſuffticiency, He 
expoltulates the matter with Judah, Iſa. 
55. 2,3- Why will you ſpend your money, 
for that which ts not bread, and your laboar 
for that which cannit ſatisfie > fince upon your 
coming tome, the life of your ſouls, and the 
ſure mercies of an everlaſting covenans may be 
obtained, 

The Lord pleads with the ungodly by 
the Miniſtry of the Word, after this man-- 
ner. What ! Thongh you are told 'of ſins de- 
ceitfu!, defiling and damnable nature , will: 
you ſtill embrace and hold it faſt, to my diſ- 
nonour 4nd yoar oxn deſtruftion ? Thonghn 
70u are forewarned of the heat and heavineſsof 
my anger, will you net fire from it > though- 
304 are informed ſo often-bow little Hell will 
be for yoar eaſe, will younetds run thither, and 
burn there for ever? thingh you are told of 4 
Kingdom that 'cannot be moved, will nat yu 
be 
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be moved with dejire after it, will you not Ltþat 


dap to ftrive for it> Are grace and 
glory of no worth at all? Is not a Saviour to 
te prized by themy who by fin have enſlaved 
and loſt themſeiwes, and are in danger of be- 
ing leſt nnto eternity ? Conſider theſe things, 
and [hew your ſelwes menz Q ye tranſgreſ- 
ſors. Thus the Lord pleads, that he. may 
prevail with ſinners, for their own 
g00d. 

4, God calls upon finnersto turn, by 
the examples of others, and by the woice of 
the rod. upon themſelves. The ungodly are 
very prone to obſerve bad examples, that 
they may imitate them) z but *ris their duty 
to. take notice. when exemplary puniſh- 
ments are inflited upon them, that they 


may'be -afraid to fellow. them 4n wicked-þ 


neſs any longer. -V/henwe behold others 
plagued for. the fins which weare guilty 
of, the Lord bids us'to ſee the heinouſnels 
of. Qur . Olvn iniquities,, in the ſtroaks 
which others have felt before our eyes. 
And we may juſtly expect, that like fins 
will:-have like ends, af there be a continu- 
ance jn provocation. Examples are pur- 
purpoſely. ſet before. us,. that ng oO not 
IP atter ewl things, 1 Cor. 1o- 6. that 


e.may.be- .dmoniſhed to turn out of they: 
p.7 ths, 


t lebaths, which have led others to rain, x 
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But eſpecially when the rod dots fall 
pon our own backs, God calls upon us 
n a more perceivable and ſenſible way 
o turn to him : The defign of the rod 1s 
o imbitter fin» both to the fleſh and to the 
onſcience ; and tiat 1t may not any longer 
be imagined delightful, which is the pro= 
aripg cauſe of every {tripe that is endu- 
ed. The rod has a voice as well as the 
Vord, which *tis our wiſdom -to bear : 
Vhen affliction is Jaid upon the finners 
oynsy* by it the Lord ſpeaks ſuch kind of 
anguage, Fer.2.17. Haſt thou not procured * 
hes wnto thy ſelf by fin? to turn from thine 
niquity 15:0 conſult thine own eaſe ; let the 
ain of rhe rod (which yet is nothing to the 
ains of Hell) cenvince thee, that 7 is not 
obe admired for its pleaſure ; at preſent thou 
rt only chaſtiz.ed with whips, but if thoa art 
corrigible, and ſanneft yet more and more, aſ- 
xredly at laſt thow ſhalt be laſhed with ſcor= 
i0Ms. 

5- God- calls upon {inners to turn to 
im, by the internal voice and motions of . bys 
Spiric. The Spirit often. ſuggeſts con- 
erning the ſinful and falſe way. Thrs ts 
0: the way, and therefore turn our-of it ; but 
oncerning the way of holineſs, which 
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leads to God, This # the way, therefo 
turnintoit, and without declining walk ; 
zt, Iſa. 3o. 21. All the other. Calls will hi 
to little purpoſe , unleſs the Spirit do ac 
. company them, Withouthis conviRion,th 
denunciation of curſes will not awake 
Without his illumination , the bleſſing 
__ will be undervalued. Witho 
his ſetting an edge upon them, the mo 
pathetical expoflulations will not hay 
the aſk efficacy to perſwade ; the1oude 
word will be no more regarded, than if 
werea whiſper. Unleſs the Spirit jo 
his teaching and inſtrution, the rod w1 
be mute and infignificant, nothing w1 
be learned either by perſonal afflictio 
or by National judgments: *Tis dange 
rous therefore to be heedleſs of, and ret; 
the holy Ghoſt, fince the efficacy of : 
dependsupon him. | 

There 1s a twofold Call of the Spirit 
wre commune, and more ſpecial, Fo 

x. More commune 5 and ſo, many (« 
called, which never are throughly colff js 
verted. Twas the commune work of tl 
Spirit which made Felix tremble 5 whit 
brought Agrippa within a ſtep of Chriſtian 
ty, and cauſed Herod ro ds many thing 
Multitudes of unregenerate ones have fe 
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the waters ſtirr'd, the holy Ghoſf moving \ 
them to.converſfion, and readily profering 
q his aid and aſſiſtance 3 and perhaps for a 
while-they have been led by him : But 
then ſome luſt or vanity they refuſed-to 
let go, which he has bid them to abandonz 
J they would not turn their ſpuitual ſloth 
into ſerious dilrgence about the concerns 
of their immowal ſouls; and ſo-bydiſ- 
ſ regarding of his motions, flighting-of 
his help, they have made the Spirit to,g9 
away in grief,that came in lcve to workup- 
30} on them. | 
Iwif 2. There is a Call of the Spirit, which 
| Wi 1s wore ſpecial ond efficacious 5 and when he 
tonf thus moves them to. turn to God, (Mnners 
angd are not only alwoFF, but perſwaded altoge- - 
rebf ther. Now the erbod of the Spirit in 
f af working on thoſe who are indeed* made 
Converts, 1s much to be obſerved. 

r.: Thoſe whom the Spirit calls efte- 
Aually; he capvinces of fn, Joh. 16,8. He 
q ſets the Law before them, and he hymſelf 
is the Laws Interpreter; and by his Com- 
F mentary on it they are made to ſee, that 
J the Law forbids not only the breakings 
al forth of fin at the lips, and in the life, but 
'"F alſo the inwaxd luſtings and rifings offi 
Lin the beart. And when the; Law' thus 
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comes, .Oht how does the offence aboynd 1 
The Spirit ſets their iniquities in order be- 
fore their eyes, and holds their eyes waking 
to behold them. The Book of Conſcience 
15 opened, and how many tranſgreſſions 
are preſently beheld there regiſtred> And 
if upondipping into this book, ſo many 
abominations do appear, what an innume=- 
rable multitude are down 3n the book of 
Gods remembrance ? Though 6nners may 
not conſider at, yet God remembers all 
their nickgdneſs, Hoſ.\7.2, This the ſoul 
layes to heart 53 /nnumerable evils compaſs Þ 
bim about, (as David ſpeaks) hu iniquities 
rake bold npon him, Pſal. 40. 12. when he 
lyes Gown, they lye down ; when he riſes, 
they riſe with him ; wherever he goes or 
iS, they continually dog and haunt him. 

If the finner have been notorious, how Þ: 
hideous and horrid will fin appear to him, 
when all pleas and excuſes are filenced, Þri 
when the painted viſonr 1s pnll*d off, and 
it is ſeen by him in its native complexion ? 
drunkenneſs, uncleanneſs, oaths, profane 
jeſting, greedineſs after the world, will 
no longer then be made light of. TheſeÞ: 
and ſuch like, defore ſeemed to have no- 
thing of danger, much of delight and 
pleaſure ; but after conyiRion, their de- 
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ceitful and damnable nature will be as 
evident as the Sun at noon-day. 

And thoagh the finner has deen free 
from the more groſs pollutions of the mirld ; 
yet enough ſhall be ſhewed him to cauſe 
hum to conclade himſelf a Fr::cb, and in 
a loft eſtate. What! are all his omiſſions, 
or mocking of the jealous God, by heart- 
leis performances, nothing? Is his miſ- 
pence of tzme and regardleſsneſs of erey- 
nity, nothing ? Is his delighting in crea- 
tures and vanity, and the things of the 
world, and loving theſe more than God, 
nd Chriſt, and glory, but a ſmalf matter ? 
T beſe are heinous fins, which yet the more 
ivilized are to be charged with. 

This conyiRtion of the Spirit 18 /frong 
nd laſting, wears not off till the {inner 1s 
rought quite home, Actual tranſgrefſti- 
ns with their aggravations lye heavy; and 
r1ginal fin, which as the fointain whence 
tie other flow, is diſcover'd. And inthis 
duntain there 1s enagh to feed tenthon- 

d times more ſtreams than have zflued 
rth, David is not only convinced of the 
urder and adultery he had committed, 
1113 made to trace theſe fins to theWelf- 

d, the original. corruption'of his na- 

e, Pſal. 51.5, and the fight of this, ? 
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how much did it tend to his humiliation ? 
Finally, this convition is not only'of 
"ſome att: of (in, but of the badneſs of the 
finnersftate he-is made to ſee himſelf be- 
cauſe a child of diſobedience, therefore alſo 
a child” of wrath, And without cavilling, 
all is yielded to and acknowledged; with 
ſuch evidence is this conviction of the 
Spirit. | 
. 2+ Thoſe whom the Spirit calls efte- 
Qtnally, he works fear in them, The ſpirit of 
Fondage ts fear goes before the ſpirit of  - 
adoption. Of theſe fears and tertors there "| * 
are degrees indeed, yet ſuch a meaſure 1s | * 
wrought in all towards whom the Lord Þ} ? 
has deſigns of love; as to make them reff- | 7 
left; ina natural eſtate, Carnal' ſecurity is I © 
ohe of -the firſt things that is ſtruck at by NY ” 
the Spirit ; he bids the ſoul awake, and 
1:ts him know that while he ſlzeps 'in fins I} . © 
*tis much more hazardous, than if he ſteps | © 
apon the top of 4 Meſſe. | ! 
Well may the ſinner be afraid 3” wrach } * 
armed with irreſtible and almighty power, © 
he has engaged againſt himſelf.” And who la 
can ftand before Gods indignation? who can } ** 
abide the fierceneſs of bis anger ? Nah. x. |} bz 
The curfes of the Law have a dreadful F V 


ſonnd in the finners-ears; and becauſe 
threats | 
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threatned, dammation.will not ſlumber lows 5 
the proptnquity and neerneſs of ſuch great 
evils raiſes fear exceedingly. His aſſent 
is ſtrong; and in his mind he zo» fores 
ſees the Lord Feſus revealed with his mighty 
Angels in flaming fire, rrady to take veuge= 
ance os them that know not God and diſobey 
the Goſpel zand to puniſh them with everlaſtin 
deſtrufticn, 2 Theſ. x. 8, 9g. | And oh 
thinks he with himſelf, how terrible wall 
itbe, to be of the number of them. why 
ſhall call to the rocks and muntains to fall wp» 
on them, that they way be bid from the face 
of him that jjts upon the throne, and from ths 
wrath of the Lamb) This caufes him to 
make an halt in his wicked courſe; he 
dares net ſtil] ruſh into fin, as the horſe 
ruſhes into the battel. 

3. Thoſe whom the Spirit calls effe- 
Etually, he raiſes grief and ſorrow in thern, 
becauſe of their ſin and miſery. They ſee 
what they have done againſt God, againſt 
4 | themſelves; and this makes their ſpirits 
, | troubled. This is that being weary and heavy 
'2 | /4den (which the Stripture ſpeaks of) that 
ts 10 thoſe whom Chriſt calls to come to 
biz, that they may find reſt unto their ſonls, 
Mat, x1. 28, 29. There mas a voice beard _ 
upon the high places, weeping and ſupplication” 
| 4. .--: o 
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of the children of Iſrael; becauſe they bad 
perverted their way , and had forgotten the 
Lord their God ; and this went before their 
cloſing with his invitation to return, Jer. 
3, 21, 23+ 
- | The finner by the Spirit is made to be- 
hold the ſadneſs of his caſe, the evil of his 
ſin, how miſerably he has been deceived 
by his laſts and. Satan ; and ſo his own 
folly in yielding to them. How does he 
mow. accuſe and condemn 'himſelf> Hs 
. heart ts prieved, he t pricked in his reins, be- 
vauſe be bas been ſo fooliſh and: ignorant, ſo 
like a beaſt Lefore God, Pial.743. Hewilhes 
2' thouſand times, that temptation; had 
been rekſted,; and that fin- had never been 
committed, . T ſhall repreſent the work- 
ings of the ſinners heart in this Proſopep#ics 
O wretched a4 1 amy, What have [ been doing 
all my dayes) Was thu the end | nas made 
for, to wndo.msy ſelf ? Was there nm) better em- 
ployment to be found, than to ad'fin to ſin, and 
fo to treiſure uþ wrath againſt the day of 
wrath ? How mnch time have I miſpent, and 
what pains have taken to make my ſelf miſe- 
rable! Ah fooliſh ſelf-deſtroying wreteh ! 
Doft thon not ſee how far thou art gone in the 
. broad wayzbow long ſin has mide 4 meer ſlave | 
» "of thee; and hoy bitterly thou hoſt provoked the | 
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Loyd to anger ? Oh that my head were waters, 
and my eyes fountains of tears, that I mioht 
weep day and night! The damned will weep 
and wail for ever, and ſhall not I mourn and 
weep that have fo highly deſerved tode damm- 
ned? Well may I be troubled, and bowed doun 
greatly, and go mourning all tbe day lung, 
Thus the finner grieves and bemoans 
himſelf; and carml company , ſenſual 
pleaſures, worldly diverſions. cannot 
drive a\vay this ſorrow ; none but he who 
broke the heart, 1s able to bind up' the 
wounds Of it. 

4- Thoſe whom the Spirit calls effe- 
Rually, he cauſes to deſpair in themſelves. 
They are made to perceive, that they 
have no power to raiſe themſelves out of 
thoſe depths of fin and miſery which they 
have plunged themſelves into; | and as 
they are axable to help themſelves, ſo 
they ſee that they are wterly wnworthy-to 
be helped. God may juſtly ſufter them to 


 '43e where they are fallzn; and ſhould: he 


deal thus , they 4 would fall lower and 
lower till fallen paſt recovery. The fn- 
ner may have recourſe to his duties, 
hoping by theſe to make amends :to/God, 
for what he has done amiſs ; but be is made 


' to ſee, that his beſt duties/hayeſo much 
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fin mingled with them z that were it not 
for Chriſt s righteonſneſs and interceſſion, they 
would be a meer abomination. Now he is 
beaten off from his own bottom, he has no 
confidence in the fleſh(as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) 
Phil. 3.3. He can do nothing of nimſell ; 
he can claim nothing as his «xe to be done 
for him, but he muſt be beho{ding to grace 
for all. 

_ _ Up6nthis he cryes out of the depths unto 
the Lord, Pſal. 130. x. he perceives him- 
ſelf finking, and cryes, Lud ſave me, or 1 

eriſh, 1 am at the brink of the bottomleſs pit, 
and in ſhall fall, unleſs the hand of mercy 
catch hold of me. He begs with Ephraim, 
Turn thou ney and [ ſhall be turned. And as 
the evil of ſn is preſented to his view, ſo 
the goodneſs of God 1s in ſome meaſure by 
the Spirit diſcoyered ; and therefore he 
| defires'to be converted, not only upon 
F neceſſity, becauſe elſe he would be ex- 
| treamly and eternally miſerable ; but alſo 
upon choice, becauſe this is the way unto 
the trueſt happineſs, And theſe deſires to be 
zurned, are as.it were the firſt breathings of 
the new-creature. Thus have I ſhewed 
the manner of the ſpirits operation in 
thoſewhom he calls efteQually to turn to 
_ God3 azalſo the ſeyeral other wayes _ 
0 the 
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the Lord'calls upon finners to converſion g 
moſt whereof prove ineffe&nal, becauſe 
thoſe thatare called are deaf, diſobedient, 
and gainſaying, 

My work in the ſecond place, will be to 
lay down the reaſons, by God does thys 


. call the children of men to urn from their t= 


vil wayes ard live. 

The reaſonsare ſuch as theſe, 

3. Hereby he [bows his gracious nathre, 
that be delights not in the death and deſtrabtion 
of bu creatures, Indeed death will be'3n- 
flied on them-upon their obſtinate con- 
tinuance jn evil z but the ſhewing mercy 
and giving life, 1s the thing that pleaſes .. 
God z therefore he callsthe moſt obeu- 
rate to Converſ10n. 

2. The Lord calls' us to turn, chat 
bereby he may inform us of onr duty, We 
may underſtand from hence that *ris our 
duty togo aſtray no longer, but to come 
to our Fathers houſe with ſpeed; ard by 
the preſſing fxequency of the calls,our ob- 
ligation to this daty. is vaſtly hezghtned- 
And truly the diſregarding of our duty 


iQ this particular, and 'the great engage- 


ments to it ; \our refuſing to Tarn, will do- 
us more-harm, than «ll ow cher fins. All 
our other fins, upon our converfien, would 


be 


jane 
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be abundantly pardoned 3 but as long as we 
contjnueunconverted, not ene 1s forgiven) 
the guilt of all does lye upon #9, apd we 
aſfuredly do lye under wrath, 

+ 3- The Lord calls npon usto Turn, 
to ſhew that our turning to him will not be in 


vain, Though fin has very much abounded, . 


yet there 1s not only a poſſibility, but a cey- 
eainty upon-our returning, of our being 
gracionlly received and embraced, And 
this is matter of great encouragement un- 
to a ſoul wao lies under the apprehenf- 
ons of finand wrath, Hark what langy- 
age is ſpoken unto Fadah! Jer. 3,1, 5. 
Behold thou haſt [poken and done evil things,as 
thiwcoaldſt, thou hoſt play'd the barlat with 
many lovers ; yet return again 40 me, ſaith 
the Lord, This call evidently Chews that 
their tranſgreſſions though multiplied ex- 
ceeding ( if no they wonld but turn un- 
feienedly ſhould not be a bar to ſhut a- 
eain(t them the door of mercy. 

4. The Lord calls upon us to turn, to 
intimate "tt from bimſelf, we muſt have power 
and ffrength to turn in truth. The precepts 
and .exhortations in Scripture, to convert, 
to repent, to believe, to ſtand faſt, and 
ſach like, are not delivered, that from 
hence we' migit conclude ye have power 
' n 
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iH our ſelves, to do what we are comman= 
ded and exhorted to z but they are deli- 
vered, that we might turn theſe precepts 
into prayers: For inſtance, when we 
hear the command, to believe, it ſhould 
make us cry out with the {ick childes Fa- 
ther: in the Goſpel. Lurd, help my unbe- 
lief. When we hear the command, to caſ# 
away every tranſpreſſion z 1t ſhould make 
us beg with David, Order my ſteps in'thy 
word, and let not any iniquity have the domi- 
nion over me. When we hear the com- 
mand, z9oturn 3 it ſhould make us touſe 
the language of that penitent, Fer,Z1.18. 
Turn thou me and I ſhall be turned ;, for thou 
art the Lord my Ged. 

5. The Lord calls upon us to turn, :9 
leave the ol-ſt nate without excuſe, who will not 
turn, who will not come to Chriſt that they 
may have life, Of Iſrael he ſaith, All the 
day long havel ſtretched forth my hand to 4 
diſobedient and gainſaying proplt, Rom, 10. 
zlt.. but this their diſobedience rendred 
them without apology, When the uncon- 
verted fall ints God's revenging hands, they 
are the leſs to be pitied, they cah have no- 
thing to plead z becauſe Gods ſtretching 
forth bus hands, by way of invitation, 1: 
the Goſpel was in vain. Theſe G6nners a- 
o11nſt 


- 


a6 The Convtrfon of 4 Sinner; 
'  gaiaſt their own ſouls; whoſe neck is like 
an iron finew; who will neither be terri- 
fied by menaces, nor mollified by the ex- 
preſfions of the greateſt kindneſs and 
mercy; when they are ſummon'd to the 
bar , how will they be ſtruck ſpeechleſs, 
having not one word to ſay, againſt their 
own condemnation t They were called 
unto graceand glory, but they would not 
hearken, They were told of their dan- 
ger, but they would not ſeek to prevent 
it; they were informed of the wayes of fins, 
and were dehorted from it ; nay wooed 
and intreated with the moſt -paſhonate 
earneſtneſs;not to be cruel to themſelves, * 
by giving way to ſuch a curſed thing ; yet 
they would not conſent to be freed from 

fon, and become the ſervants of rightrouſneſs. 

And ſurely their mouths wuſt needs be ſtop- 

ped; or if they#ay any thing, when ſen- 

tence is paſſed upon them, it muſt be, to 

ſide with the juſtice of God againſt them- 

ſelves, tFacknowledge the equality of hu 

x87es, the inequality of their own. 

6. The Lord calls upon us to.turn, ' 
that thoſe *nho are ordained to eternal life 
24) be effettually wrought upon, and prevailed 
witheo turn indeed. We read thatthe Goſpel 
was preacked both to the Jews and to the 
Gen- 


Gentiles, 4nd as many as were ordained to 
eternal life believed, AQ, 15. 48. And the 
eruth is, tis #cÞ for the ſake of the Ele, 
who are ſcattered up and down among the 
multitude, that the call to turn is ſo general 
25 it is. Hereby thoſe whom the Father 
has given ts Ckriſt are drought home 3 and 
coming home how. welcome are. they ? 
Job. 6, 27. All that the Father giveth me 

all come rome ; and.bim that comes to me, I 
will in no wiſe caff out- So much for the 
reaſons why God calls upon finners to 
turn, 

In the Third place, I promiſed to explain 
the nature of this converſion or turning. 
And I find the Apoltle does give a nota- 
ble and full defcription of it, A, 26.18. 
where he calls it, 4 t»rning from darkneſs 
unto light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God. Hence we gather that converſion 
lyes an four things. . 

I. Inleing tarned from darkpeſs. 

2. Inbeing tarned unto light. 

3. In being turned from the poner of 
Satan. 

4+ In being turned unto God, | 

1. Converſion implies 4 being turned 


frun darkneſs. As darkneſs was upon the face 


of phe deep, till God ſaid, Let there be hott, 
Genes 
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ſalvation in any other, and that *tis in yain 


43 The Converſion of a Sinner, 
Gen. I. 2+, So truly, darkneſs oyerſpreads 
the ſoul "of a natural man, till he is en- 
112htned from above. Believers are deli- 
vered from the por er of darkneſs When 
tranſlated into the Sons Kingdom, Col. 1.13. 
which ſhews that ſometimes they were in 
darkneſs as well as others; and this dark» 
neſs 1s ſajd to have a power, a power to 
hold, a power to blind, a power to ruin ; 
ſo that taere isa neceſſity of being deliver- 
ed from it. Now there be ſeveral kinds of 
darkneſs, from which they. are made 
free. 

1, Converts are turned from the dark 
neſs of ignorance, No longer are they con- 
tented to be ignorant of the way to ſalva- 
tion, but are made inquiſitive what they 
muſt dy tole ſaved. They are informed a- 
bout the doctrine of Chriſt, and are made 
to underſtand what belgeving and repenting 
mean. They know that fin is to be ſorrow - 
ed for, as the worlt of evils, and that God 
is the chiefeſt good; and that he ſo loved 
the world,_as to give his only begotten Sn, 
that whoſoever lelieves in him ſhould not pe« 
riſh but have everlaſting life, Joh. 3.16. 
They are made to know that Chriſt is to 
be received 'by faith, and that there a net 


to 
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to evpelt any thing from him as a Saviewr, 
unleſs there be a conſenting [to obey him as 
a Lord, Theſe and ſuch like truths are no 
longer hid from them. They are ſenh- 
ble now of the miſchief and danger of jg- 
norarice 5 *tis therefore their defire -ro 
have it in a greater meaſure removed; and 
they follow on to know the Lord. 

2: Converts are turned from the dayþ- 
neſs of anbelief, The Spirit does work 
perſwafioh in their hearts, of the cer- 
fain trath of whatever God has revealed 
in his werd. They dare not any longer 
make the Lord a lyar , by not crediting 
what he has recorded. They believe, and 
admire, and acknowledge the Myſtery of 
God, and of the Father, and of Chriſt, Col. 
2. 23. Heretofore their undelief did hide 
the Goſpel from them ; and concluded them 
in a loft eſtate; they ſaw not the Majeſty 
of the Word; they were not taken with 
the treaſures of wiſdom and grace, which 
are there revealed; neither were they 
awakened by the terrors, with which the 
Word:abounds againſt ungodly ones, © But 
now the yail is faken away, and they aſ- 
ſent" to, and are affected with what'the 
Goſpel ſpeaks to them; They believe 
that God #4 in Chriſt reconciling the norld un- 

& ro 
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to himſelf, not - imputing their treſpaſſes ta 
them. Andthat being juſt ified by his blood,they 


ſhall be ſaved from wrath through him, Rom, 
5.9. T hey believe that fin is deadly,and the 
world a cheat » and that ſolid and eter- 
nal happineſs is to be found mn God; 
therefore they leave a ſ-adow to embrace 
that which is ſubſtantial. 

3. Convyertsare turned from the dark- 
neſs of prejudice. Prejudice raiſes a ſtrange 
kind of miſt before the eyes, which hin- 
ders the light of truth from ſhining into 
the mind. The Jezs prejudice againſt 
Chriſt, was one great thing that blinded 
them; a principal impediment to their 


embracing of the Faith, Satan endeavours 


to fill the ungodly with theſe prejudices, 
and to keep'them up; becauſe by theſe 
his Kingdom 1s very much upheld. Some- 
times {inners are prejudiced againſt holj- 
neſs, as if it were a diſprace ; whereas it 
being the glory of the Divine Nature, cer- 
tainly *tis the greateſt honour and per- 
fetion which the - rational creature is Ca- 
pable.of, Sometimes holineſs is lookt up- 
on as needleſs ; and yet the Scripture af- 
firms, that none ſhall ſee the Lord without it. 
Sometimes the carnal heart riſes againſt 
holineſs, becauſe it imagines, that mnyping 
0 


T he Converſjon of a Sinner, FI 
of delight and pleaſure. is conſiſtent with 
it 5 whereas indeed by being converted 
unto God our. joy is not /sff, but only 
changed. The Kingdom of God is not 0h- 
Iv righteouſneſs, but alfo peace and joy in the 
holy Ghoft, Rom. 14. 17. whereas the joy 
before was poor, and IJoiv, and bruitiſh, 
and defiling, being mixed with many ſe- 
cret grudgings. of conſcience » and miſ=- 
eivings of heart: Now upon converfion, 
the joy is pure, angelical, ſatisfacpry, 
and an earneſt of thoſe pleaſures which will 
be for evermore, Pſal, 16, »lt. 

Neither is this unreaſonable prejudice 
only againſt the wayes of holineſs, . but 
alſo againſt the pabliſhers of theſe wayes- 
There was a prejudice againſt Elijah, as 
zf he had been a rroabler of Iſrael; againſt 
Jeremiah, as if he had been wfaithful to 
the State, and a ſecret friend to the Chal- 
deans ; againſt the Ap;#ler, as if they had 
been intolerable diſturhers, that. had 
turned the world upfde-aonn, And truly the 
treaſure oft-times 1s diſregarded, though 
of ſuch ineſtimable value, becauſe of the 
veſſel in which *tis brought. 

But when any are turned, the miſt of, 
rejudice.is immediately ſcattered. Then 
ric doRtrine will go down, Which before 
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Inner, 
was nauſeated, and made the heart to riſe 
againſt itz then a ſervant of Chriſt will 
be eſteemed and obeyed, that before was 
lookt upon as the filth and off-ſconring of the 
world, 1 Cor, 4. 13. 

4. ' Converts are turned from the works 
of darkneſs. Theſe works are caſt eff, Rom. 
13-12, No known preſumptuous fin is 
allowed of ; they perceive the frui:leſeneſs 
of their former wayes, and therefore noiv 
are aſhamed of them, Rom, 6. 21. For- 
merly they went on ſecurely in fin, be- 
Cauſe they kriew not hither they were gc- 
Ing z but now they perceive the tendency 
of theſe works of darkneſs, even unto 


blackneſs of darkneſs for ever 5; and ſo they | 


are made ſree from ſin;that is, from fins ſer- 
vitude, and become tbe ſervants of raghteouſ- 
neſs, Sin may plead hard againſt its being 
caſt away; but its pleas are all invalid. 
The gainful fin does thus plead for it 
ſelf: 1 have raiſed thee from a mean to an 
high degree, T have filled thy bag, and fure 
niſhed thy Table, By me thou haſt gotten a 
fair eftate, who elſe wouldfſi have been. little 
differing from a beggar. And what ſhall 1 
new be caſt iff hawing been ſo beneficial, and 
wielded ſo much advantage? But the Con- 
vert has enough to reply to ſuch a ples. 
\  What- 
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Whatever be has gained unjuſtly be muſt re- 
flore ; and if he had truſted in God, and done 
good, he wonld have fared better ; the Mam- 
mon of mnnrighteouſneſs is attended with 4 


curſe, And all the while he thrived in 4 wick= 


ed nay, he was deſtitute of the true riches 5 


and "11s a wonder, by ſuch' diſhoneſt gaining 
of the world, he loſt not his ſoul long age. 
Now therefore he is reſolved againſt fin= 
ful gain, leſt e*re he is awarez God, and 
Chriſt, and his ſoul be loſt beyond reco- 
very. 

 Thepleafing fin alſo is not without ar- 
guments, for its being cheriſhed ; 1 have 


pleaſed thy fleſh, and rejoyced thy heart ;, 1 


bave made dayes and nights to paſs anſenſibly 
away, I have gratified thy ſenſes, and made 
thy rongae to ſing for joy ; 1 have ſtupified and 
laid that Fary called conſcience, when it bas 
begun to ſtir and torture thee ; I have chaſes 
andy thy cares, and made thee to forget thy 
ſorrows, Time mas when the very thoughts 
of me were delightful, and I was embraced 4s 
a darling; and why ſhould I now be baniſhed 
and killed, as if I nere an enemy ? Is affii- 


Aion of ſoul, and brokenneſs of heart, to be 


preferred before the ſmeetneſs 1 mas wons to'af= + 


ford thee ? 
But the Conyerts ear is deaf untofack 
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«4 The Converſion of a Sinner, 
Syren-melodyz one word 1s enough to 
daſh and anſwer all, That the pleaſures of 
fon are bat fir a ſeaſon, Heb. 11. 25. bur 
the pains of Hell ( which without con- 
yeriion are [are to follow ) will never have 
2 periad, nor be in the leaſt mitigazed, The 
rich man who had lived jocundly, fared 
deliciouſly every day, when he was caſt into 
the flames, begged but for a drop of water, 
and 'twas denied him. Therefore the 
works of darkneſsare caſt oft by the Con- 
yert, the pleaſure of theſe works is no- 
thing comparable to the pain, nor the gain 
to the /os, which will ſpeedily follow. 

2. As this converhon implies a being || 
turned from darkne(s, ſo alſo a being tyrned 
wnto light, Eph. 5, $. For ye were ſometimes 
darkneſs, but now are ye light in the Lord, 
#d'k.as children. of light, And fo 2 Cor. 
4+ 6,. God who commanded the light to ſhine 
out.of darkneſs, bath ſhined into our hearts, 
$9-give the light of the knonledge of the. glory 
of God, in the: face. of Feſus Chriſt, This ' 
light has a threefold property, to diſcover, 
todirett, to operate, | 
1, This light diſcovers: The Apoſtle 
tells us, whatever dues make manifeſt ts light. 
The Conyert-ſees what he never-ſaiy he- 
fore, | There may be many toads, [and ſer- 

> :y pents, 
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pents » and other loathſom and hateful 
creatures 1N a dungeon, but till the lighe 
ſhine in, theſe are not perceived; the 
breaking in of light diſcovers them : And 
ſo inthe heart of man many impure and 
noyſom luſts have their abode, ; but they 
are not indeed acknowledged, neither are 
they any annoyance, . till the /ighr does 
make them manifeſt. The Convert ſees 
his fin, his ſhame ; he is ſenſible of the 
plagues of his own heart,and the abſolute 
- neceſſity of a cure. His intereft likewiſe 
a | is diſcovered to him; and that -15 in ſeek» 
ing firſt the Kingdom of God and his righte- 
> | o»ſneſs, in ſecuring his ſoul, which 4s of 
{ | far greater yalue than the world, in mind-- 
s ing the ove thing needful, thar goed part 
which can never be taken away. 
2, This light diretts, Tt guides thoſe 
« | whoaretnrned into the way of peace and 
, | truth. The Lamp of the Word (the Spi- 
y | rit joyning with,and teaching by it)ſhews 
3 | which are the perverſe-and crooked paths, tO 
the end, that theſe may be ſhunned-and 
avoided ; and it alſo dire&ts into thole' 
> | wayes whichare pleaſing unto God, and 
pleaſant in themſelves ; and moreover; ſo 
exceeding: ſafe, that rane ever miſſed of 
heaven, that continued to tread jn them. 
E 4 We 
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: Weare diretted ro believe and to oley; and 
where faith and obedience are linked to- 
oether, the off-ſpring of that conjunCtion 
will moſt certainly be glory, honowr, and 
immortality. 

3. This light operates in 4 ponerful man- 
ner. *Tis ſuch a light as has heat along 
with it, Converts were before to/d..of the 
evil, the folly of fin ; but now they ſee this 
by another light, and their hearts are 
warmed with indignation againſt jt. They 
* ſee fin;fo as to be deeply affetted ; they ſor- 
cow for -it, and abhor it. They were: be- 
fore informed of the mercy and alſuffici- 
ency, and other perfeCtions of God ; but 
noiy they have ſuch a view of his glory in 
the face of Chriſt, as that the fire of love 
isenkindled, and that love does put them 
upen labour. When Caleb had ſeen the 
290d Land of Promiſe, he was very,eager 
9 go up at once and poſſeſs it, Num, I3: JO. 
 Andtraly, when thislighthas made a diſ- 
covery of the celeſtial Canaan,anddiret- 
ed Converts how ro-get thither: Ohy what 
watching,whatpraying,whatreſiſting,what 
{triving, what ſtorming will there be ? 

- - +3+ This Conyerhon implies a: being 
tarned from the power of Satan. He is the 

Sparat that works ang rules zn the chyJeiren 
7 O 


bt 


*%. rd 


DY "I SES TW I ITY 


YE WW 


he Converſion of aA dinner. + 
of diſobedience, Eph. 2,2. and has: poſ- 
ſeſſion of them till converted ; but -then 
he is caſt out, and his ſtrong holds are 
thrown downe- And oh} conſidering the 
Devils hatred, his power, his ſubtilty ; 
what mercy is it to have the cords where- 
by he led us captive at his pleaſure, bro- 
ken? Three things are comprehended-in 
being turned from the power of Satan. 

x. Thoſe who are converted are freed 
from Satans deminion. His uſurped autho- 
rity. they aayve wiſdom and grace: tore- 
fiſt, The promiſe made to them who'are 
not under the Law, but under grace," 1s 
tis, T bat (infhall not-have the dominion over 
them, Rom. 6. 14. And this neceflarily 
implies, that Satans dominion ſhall be de- 
{troyed, for *tis by the power of fin he 
holds it. The net is now broke, and the ſoul 
eſcapes as a bird ont of the ſnare of the Fowler. 
The. unconverted Hhnner, what a ſlave to 
Satan 18 he ? If the Devil ſay to him * 
he goes ; nay, he runs, though it be to his 
own ruin, The Devil can but ask aud 


have, The firners time and members, nay: 


and his foul too, he' can have upon de- 
mand , but the Convert draws nigh to 
God, and is ſo ſtrengthned by the grace-of 
God, that inſtead of being. commanded 


2 F be Converſion of a Sinners 
by Satan, he compels Satan to flee from 
him, | 

2. Thoſe who are converted, lay ade 
the work of Satan, They are aware how 
baſe and 10jurious, both to God and their 
own ſouls the devils employments are,and 
theie 15 a better work than Hs ; namely 
the work of the Lord, which they labour 
3n, and 1a the dozng of which they cannot 
too Much abognd. 

3. Thoſe who are converted, Sataws 
baits. become deſpicable to them, *Tis by 
means of tneſe-the devil is ſo powerful. 
The God of this world. does make great 
uſe of this world, to bewitch and enſnare 
the children of men, .Senſual delights he 
exccedingly magnifies, ſumptuous fare, 
coltly' apparel, creditamong men, plea- 
ſant recreations, he ſuggeits, How happy 
will theſe make you. He tells ſinners of 
the worth of filver-and gold, and often 
through the burning-glaſles of their eyes, 
endeavours to ſet their hearts on fire by 
beauty-. But the Convert, by the eye of 
faith,-looks higher than theſe things, He 
is made to ſee the vanity of the creature. 
He has had impreſſions of divine, difplea- 
ſure, -and-then the world has appeared an 
empty bubble, and inſignificant —_ 
by IS 
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His conſcience was wounded, and when 
wounded, alas! it was Nallis medicabilis 
herbs ; not to be cured by any or all the 
things the world could give him, 

The Convert has been made to look up- 
ward, and there perceives more darable 
riches, more laſting pleaſures than the 
world can brag of ; and ſo not the things 
which are ſeen, but the things which are 
not ſeen, he is taken with. Though he is 
inthe world, yet he looks beyond 1t. . Mo- 
ſes having 1 eſpett to the recompence of reward, 
refuſed tobe called the fon of Pharoahs 
danghter, and {lighted-the pleaſures of finz 
and all the treaſures which were in Egypte 

4. This Converſion as it implies a be- 
ing turned from the power of Satan, ſoa 
being tarned unto God; Turn to me,” ſaith 
ine Lord of Hoſts, andT-will turn to you 
ſaith the Lord of Hofts,"Zech. 1. 3. As it 
isin Kings Courts ; many that come: thi» 
ther, buke themſelves 1n beholding the cu- 
rious hangings and the piRtures which are 
there; but the wiſe Stateſman minds: not 
theſe z his buſineſs 1s-vith the King him- 
ſelf. In hke manner, while moſt- of the 
Creation are taken up wholly with: the 
beholding, and admiring, and purſuing 
this, and that, and t'other. vanity 5 the 

Con- 


bo The Comverſim of a Sinner, 
Convert (wno ſhews himſelf herein to 
de truly wiſe ) approaches and: has re- 
courſe to Ged, who made theſe things, 
and can make him more happy,than cheſe 
are able. 

Now when the ſinner turns to God, he 
looks upon him under a threefoldnotion, 
As a Lird, as a Father , as his ultimate 
end, 

I. The Convert eyes God 45 4 Lord. 
He owns his Soveraignty, and ſubmits 
himſelf unto his Scepter. Other Lords 
indeed in times paſt have had the dominion 
ever bim, T(a, 26. 13. but now his. reſo- 
lation 1is fixed and peremptory to own 
no other Lord but God alone, His will 
Roops unto, and complies with the will 
of God ; when his natural inclination ta- 
wards any thing 15 moſt vehement, if the 
Converzt be informed, That God by that 

thing will be diſpleaſed;that's enough toſtop 
thecurrent of his defires. The teſtimo- 
nies of the Lord he takes as a rule to or- 
der his converſation by. And when he 
hears that God has commanded him to 
keep his precepts diligently, has hearc 
preſently ſends forth-an eccio back again 
nato that. command, Oh that my wayes were 
direted,that I might keep thy Statntes 1 Pſal, 
| I19. 
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119- 4 5+ He dares not any longer pre- . 
ſumptuouſly commir the evil which the 
Word forbids, nor omit the good which 
the Word commands. Failings and in- 
ficmiries there are, and will be, 1n many 
things (ſayes the Apoſtle) ze «fend all, Bar 
this evil, that is preſent with the Con- 
vert, 1Sa burden tohims; and the Law of 
God 18 approved and conſented to, and 
delignied in, as holy, juſt and good. The 
Convert ( which does diſtinguiſh bim 
from an hypocrite) is far from wiſhing 
that the Law were leſs holy, and thar it 
would allow a liberty to fin; but he withes 
that his heart and life were more holy, 
arid to this Law more and more con- 
formable, 

2, The Convert eyes God «5 4 Father, 
or as xilling to become his Father in 
Chrilt Jeſus, *Twas truly ſaid by one of 
the Ancients, Tam Pater nemo, tam pris 
emo ; none ſuch a Father as God, none ſo 
full of fatherly affetion ; be has ſrfhcient 
ſtore to ſupply all the needs of all re- 
turning Procigals ; and he js far more 
wilting to impart of this ſtore, to them 
whiiCh ſee their needzand ask, than earth- 
ly Parents can be to give bread unto their 
hungry children, At, 7. 81, This 45 
grcat 
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. oreat encouragement to returnihg. Thoſe 
Parables of the loſt ſheep, the folt filver, 
and the loſt ſon, were uttered to this 
end to hearten finners to come home to 
God, Lyke 15. The man rejoyced when 
he had found his ſheep, the woman when 
ſhe had recovered her piece of filver : 
That kind father, though neceſſity drave 
his childe home, being ready to perith in 
the far Country 5 and though he came in 
rags, having waſted all his ſubRance in 
riotous living » I ſay, that kind father, as 
ſoon as ever ne ſaw his ſon, ran to him, 
had compaſſion upon him, embraced him, 
kifſed him, cloaths him , adorns him, 
makes a feaſt for him ; and how glad was 
he that the loft child was found, that the 
dead ſon was alive again / 

Surely, we may conclude, that God is 
willing to receive thoſe that deing ſen- 
fible they have ſinned , and perverted the: 
which is right, and it has not profited them, 
Job 33-27. do with their whole heart 
return to him. 'Tis true, the Converts 
ſins and unbelieving heart together, do 
fill him many times with doubts .and 
fears. He remembers God and is trou- 
bled, becauſe he has ſo bitterly provoked 
him 3he | is afraid to call him Bather, and 
very 
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very much doubts of being received ; 
but then again faith and hope are encou- 
raged by ſuch kind of-promiles as that 
which you read of 2 Cor. 6. 17, 18. 
T ouch not the unclean thing, and I will re 
cexve Joy, and will be a Father unto you, and 
ge ſhall be my ſons and daughters, ſaith the 
Lord Almighty. 

3. The Convert eyes God as bs mlti- 
mate end; that God may be glorified , 
that God may be enjoyed 1s his defign' in 
turning. The finner is ſenfible,that while 
unconverted, he liv'd to tne diſhonour of 
him that gave him life, and iz whoſe hand 
his breath #, Now therefore he has the 
more zealous defires to walk worthy of 
the Lordunto all pleaſing, being fruicful 
in thoſe works, which are to his praiſe. 
Before be ſought himſelf, he ſought his 
own things; he nadno higher aim than to 
oratifie his worldly and fleſhly inclinati- 
ons, with what his carnal and corrupted 
mind judg'd to be ſuitable 3 and-ſo him= 
ſelf were but profited and - pleaſed, he 
cared not how much the Lord were inju- 
red and provoked, Butnow he is of an- 
other mind, he carries on the ſame des 
ſign that Angels do, that Chriſt *did 3 
namely, to honour and pleaſe the: God of 
10TY» 
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glory.'*And not only in his ſpiritual a&i.. 
ons, does he aim at this,' but alſo in his 
civil and natural ations and recreations, 
which hereby beceme ' ſpiritualized ;- he 
\ ſeriouſly minds that of ' the Apoſlle, 
x Cor. 19; 3TI- Whether therefore -ye eat 'Or 
drinks or what ever je do, do all. to the gicry 
of God, And now he lives: like a crea- 
cure, like a ſon z before he lived like nei- 
ther, while he lived only to'himſelf. 

And by thus glorifying of Gody the 
Convert rakes the right courſe to enjoy 
nim. He looks upon Gad as the beſt por- 
tion, and therefore pitches upon him, Le: 
the men of the world take the things of the 


"world; if they pleaſe ; let them purſue after 


bubbles, let them toy] and vex themſelves, for 
tbat which when gotten will prove only 4 fur- 
ther vexation; My foul ſeek thou only after 
God ; be alone deſerves thy ſeeking ; he alone, 
when found, can ſatisfie thee tothe mtermoſt - 
That's now his language. 

Nothing {horc. of Gud will content 
the Convert ; wealth cannot do it, credit, 
ſenſual delights cannot doit; nay, Or- 
dinazces themſelves are but like empty 
breaſts, and broken ciſterns, unleſs com- 
mnion with God be enjoyed 1n them. 
Hz prayes fr God, he hears for God, = 
| falts 
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faſts for Gcd, he comes to the table for 
God, Earth is like Hell, when God is ab. 
ſent 3 and Heaven he judges, would not 
be Heaven if God were not alwayes pre- 
ſent. Thus have I ſhewed wherein con- 
verſion lies, in being turned from dark- 
neſs to light, and from the power of $a- 
tan to God. 

I (hall add a wotd or two further to 
manifeſt throwgh whom it is thac ſinners 
muſt turn to God, if they would be re- 
ceived. And the truth 1s, *tis through 
Chriſt alone. The Apoſtle plainly athrms, 
That through him both Jews and Gentiles have 
acceſs by one Spirit nnto the Father, Eph. 
2.18, And our Lord jn expreſs terms 
ſayes, Fob. 14. 6. 1 am the way, the trath, 
and the life ; no mas cometh unto the Father 
bat by me. *Tis impoſſidle that ſuch guilty 
and polluted creatures as we have made 
our ſelves by fin, ſhould ever be accepted 
before a juſt and holy God, without a 
Mediator.. Hence 1t follows, there is a 
neceſſicy. we,ſhould look unto Feſws (as the 
Apoliles phraſe is) in whom God & recon- 
ciling the world unto himſelf, 2, Cor, 5,19: 
elſe we ſhou!d nat dare to approach, but 
flie away for fear of being (as we deſerve 


to be) conſumed, _ "MF 
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8 1 Pr COMerſiono 4 Sinner. 
Now when we lodk unto Jeſus the' Me- 
diator, we miſt look upon him as our 
Riohteouſneſs, as our Adveicate, as our 
Helper. 

r. We muft Took npon Chriſt as our 
Riphteonſneſs,, This is the Name where- 
dy that branch that ſprings from David 1s 
called, The Lord our Righteouſneſs, Jer. 
24, 6. There is no coming unto God 
without ſome righteouſneſs or other. Our 
own righteouſneſs us like filthy rags 5 and be- 
cauſe rags, *tis not able to cover us ; be- 
cauſe filthy rags,it cannot adorn or com «- 
mend us,. Therefore we muſt look unta 
Jeſus to be made rightronſneſs to us, that 
tor tne fake of his obedience and ſuffer- 
ines in our ſtead, ow fins may be for- 
viven, and our perſons may be accepred 
In the fight of God. The righteouſneſs of 
Chrift, which 1s jmpated to believers, 1s 
ſo every wav perfet'and ſufhcient, 'that 
th2 pure andPpiercing ee of God can efpy nor 
tre leſt fiaw or deteft in it; 'TF therefore 
we are covered with this, none of our 
fins will appear againſt us, or be Jaid to 
our charge, * Chriſt hath died, and upon 
his death God doth juſtife. Who therefore 
ſha!l accuſe or condemn thoſe that be- 
[eve ? 


2. When' 
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2. When we turr! to God, we muſt 
look upon. Cariſt a er Advocate, I 7c<. 
2.7, If any man ſin, ne have an þ = 
with the Father 7 efus Chriſt the righteous. 
This Advocate, as he ſuffered to purchaſe 
pardon and grace, ſo he intercedes that 
theſe may be beftowed upon returning 
ſinners, and God his Father hears him al- 
wayes. We oughr to conhider, and to be 
encouraged by conſidering ,whadan Hjeb- 
Prieſt we have at the right hand of God. 
When the {inner beholds himſelf, in him- 
ſelf undone, and comes petitioning for 
remiſſion of fin ; for the healing of his 
-.: cr7Y plagues, and for the ſaving of 
h's ſoul, which ſeems to de juſt upon the 
borders of damnation. This Advocate 
will take the finners petition,and preſent 
it to n1sFather,and all ſhall be granted,ay, 
and infin! rely more than the N1rner cal 
defire Or Conceive. 

2. When we turn to God, we mult look 

pon Corift AS Our Helper. He does 

Rtreng then the feeble knees, elie we 
ſhould not be able to ſet one ſtep in the 
way to life. The Lord mom is called the 
Author of our Faith, Heb. 3. and by 
aim, ' 5, wal we [alle have acceſs into that 
erace wherein they ſtand. ROM, 5. 2+ The 
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firmer muft be made ſenſible of his own 
inſufficiency to turn himſelf. to ſet him- 
ſelf at liberty 3 and upon this, muſt louk 
unto the Son of God, to bring his ſoul 
out of priſon, to. make him free indeed 
from the curſe of the Law, from the 
bondage of corruption, and to enable to 


come to God, and cleave t9 him, 


In the laſt place follows the Application. 
Hſe T- Of Examination. 


Since God calls upon ſinners again and 
againto turn, /: highly concerns all to ex- 
amine, mhether this Call has been obeyed? 
"Tis wiſdom to bring our grace to the 
Touch-ſtone, fince there is ſo muckhcoun- 
terfeit grace inthe world, As 'tis eaſe 
and common to miſtake in this matter ; 
ſo there is no miſtake more dangerous, 
and it wen't be long, e're to corre& mi- 
ſtakes about converſion will be impoſſi- 
ble. The damned ſee wherein they did 
deceive themſelves; but alas! 'tis now 
ro0 late to think of turning better ; the 
door of mercy is ſhut and barr'd, -and 
will be barr'd for eyer. I remember 
Theodore: commenting upon this Text, ob- 
© ſerves, that the doubling of the words, 
| | | Turn 
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Tarn ye, turn ye , Ayo TYs En15'@ 91S 
Td Wory; gives us to underſtand the 
fincerity which is required in converſ10n- 
A bare appearance ſets us at a farther di- 
ſtance from'God, 

Here I ſhall ſpeak of ſome changes 
that have a kind of likeneſs to converſi- 
on, which yet are to be found in them, 
that fall ſhort both of grace and glory. 

I. Thoſe cannot be ſaid to be indeed 
.converted,”#hs are only turned to ſuch or ſuch 
4a Party, or Opinion, abcut ſmaller matters 
in Keligion, Suppoſe thy Opinion be Or- 
thodox and right, what's that, if thy heart 
be not right 1n the fight of God? Thoſe 
who pleaſe themſelves, becauſe they have 
the name of Non=conformiſts , w.hat. does 
this ſignifie, unleſs they refuſe to conform 
to the ſinful faſhions and courſes of the 
world? On the other fide , They that 
boalt of being Hons of the Charch, what will 
that advantage them , if by their ſwear- 
ing, lying, and- hatred of holineſs, they 
ſhew themſelves the Sons 'of Belzal ? 

2. Thoſe are not indeed converted, ' 
whoſe turning is only partial, Saul obeyed 
the command of the Lord in part againſt 
Amalth ; that which was vile and refuſe he 
deſtroyed utterly, but delicate Agag, and 
F3 
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the beft of 'the ſpoyl he ſpared, x Sam: 
5. 9. but this partial obedience is cen- 
ſuredas nigh rebellion, v.23. Many wall 
yield to Gods Call in ſome degree z the 
fins which they can better ſpare, they wall 
' conſent to the mortification of ; but the 
chief, the darling, the delicate fin, which 
they live upon,or live ſo ſweetly with. Oh! 
T hat ſhall not be touched, Hered \vas a par- 
rial Convert 3 in ſundry reſpects he yiel- 
ded obedience to the Baptilt's preaching, 
but when Fobn would have turned him 
from his inceſt with Herodias, this could 
not be born, but inſtead of obeying this 
meſlage, he perſecutes, and after kills the 
meſſenger. 

3. Thoſe are not indeed converted, 
whoonly tarn to God in the-tame of their ex- 
rremity, and after are guilty of revolting, 
Ifracl, when Sinai was all 10 a fire before 
their eyes, turned unto God, for fear of 
being conſumed. Then they cry out, they 
will bearken and do what ever the Lord ſhould 
ſpeak to them, Deut. 5. 27. But before a 
few dayes were expired , they quickly 
turned out of the way which God com- 
manded them, and fell into groſs 1dola- 
try. And again we read, #hen God ſlew 
th: then they fonght bim,they returned & en- 
: quired 
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quired early after him 3 and yet all thus while 
their heart was nat right, naither were they - 
ftedfaſt in bus Covenant, Plal. 78. 34, 37- 
How many fick-bed reſolutions have laok- 
ed like converſion, which upon the return 
of health have vaniſhed quite away? True 
converſion 1s alaſting change ; there may 
indeed be falling fits, and fits of ſlumber : , 
The wiſe Virgins flamired and ſlept, Mat. 
25. though they were not over wiſe to do 
ſo. But yet true Converts never goo far, 
as to change their Lord, and to chuſe any 
thing but God for their chiefelt happ1- 
neſs. 

Reader, beware of being only almoft 
a Convert, as thou wouldſt be unwilling, 
only to be almoſt ſaved, and quite 
damn'd. 

The queſtion now will be, how may 
true converſion be diſcerned from all thoſe 
ſhews, whereby multitudes are deluded ? 
Unto this I anſwer in theſe particulars. 

x. In true Converſion the heart is turned 
from the lyve of every known iniquity, The 
ſtrength of {n lies in the love of it, and 
love to it plainly argues, that it holds the 
heart {till ;n poſſeſſion. That's the Con- 
verts language, 1 eſteem thy command; con- 
cerning all things to be right, and 1 hate every 
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falſe way, Pſal, 119. 128. Thy love is 
' that which God does principally require 
of thee; if fin, if the world run away 
with that, how canſt thou have the face to 
ſay thou art turned? **Tis not ſufficient to 
abſtain from the outward a& of fin, an 
hypocritical Phariſee may go ſo far 3 but 
the very ſon! mult abhor-1t : Eſpecially 
the fin that has been moſt deſired, moſt 
delighted in, will be moſt deteſted when 
converſion -js fincere. The covetous man 
-- when turned, will moſt abhor covetouſ- 
neſs ; the unclean, their filthineſs; the 
proud, their pride ; and the reaſon is evi- 
dent, becanſe by theſe fins God has been 
moſt diſpleaſed and diſhonoured, and 
they moſt of all polluted and defiled-. 

2. In true Converſion, there # 4 renex= 
ing of the whole man. All things are become 
new (ſayes the Apoſtle) 2 Cor. 5. in them 
that are new 'creatures; and old things «re 
paſſed away. The whole man is ſanctified, 
thonghnot wholly ſanRified; every part 
is Changed, though the change be not per- 
fet, The underſtanding 1s inlightned,the 
eonſcience is made tender, and has a great 
command; the heart makes choice of 
God, the defires are after his favour and 
fellowſhip, the members are: yielded as 
TS | Th 
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inſtruments of righteouſneſs nfito holi- 
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neſs. The Convert willingly reſigns and 
g1ves up his whole ſelf, both'body and ſpi- 
ritto the Lord, ” 

3- In trae Converſion there is 4 deſire 
to be turned more and more ; there is an hun- 
gring after a greater degree of rightevuſ- 
neſs. The remaftders of fleſh are a bur- 
den, and the ſpirit does luſt againſt them, 
Gal, 5. 17, The Convert goes to God, to 
perfect that which concerns him, to- 
{trepgthen what he has wrought for him. 
Lord | Thou haFt done much for me, but there 
* mCh more ftill to do; here Ay 11: 4ny ene- 
mies ſtill to flay, many diſt emper: fill 10 heal, 
many ſpots ſtill to waſh out, many nrinkles ſtill 
ro ſmooth. Oh 1 Thou who haſt laid the foun- 
dation, reer up the building, and at laft lring 
forth the Top-ſtone, that I may cry, Grace, 
race, for ever | | | 

4 In true converſion, therens 4 pare and 
fervent love to Converts. Lnve to the Bres 
thren is a lign of being paſſed from death to 
life, 1 Foh. 3. 1q. Let them be mean, 
poor, of weak parts, - let them be vilified 
and deſpiſed by the world ; yet if Saints, 
they will de eſteemed and owned by them 


. that are fincerely changed. Then our 


loyeis right, when the more holy any are, 
os the 


more we loye them ; and the more holy 
deſigns they have upon us, the more plain- 
ly they deal with us,for fin which they ſee 
in us, {till wedo the more ardently attect 
them. Yea, and we can rejoyce in 
their 'grace, thongh becauſe of their luſtre 
we do ſhine more obſcurely. 

5, In true Converſion, there is a pity to- 
wards the wnconverted, Thoſe who are turn- 
ed have eſcaped danger, and they cannot 
but be moved with others peril. How can 
they chuſe but mourn over their relations 
and acquaintance, that are without Chriſt 
and God igy the world 2 Oh, what hazard 
do ſuch run? when they go to ſleep, they 
know not but they may wake in the mid(t 
of flames that are unquenchable! when 
they go out of their houſes they may be 
in hell before they return ! They hang 0- 
yer the bottomleſs pit,by the ſmall thread 
of their lives ; anda thouſand things may 
happenevery day ſufficient to break that 
thread aſunder, and then in they fall with- 
out redemption. On. doleful ſtate of the 
ungodly ! If thou who art a religious 
Wife, ſhouldſt wake in the night, and 
find thy Husband ſtone dead by thee, 
would it not extreamly amaze and grieve 

thee? Orif thou who art the Maſter of a 
| fa- 
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family ſhouldſt find all thy children and 
ſervants of a ſudden dead defore thy eyes ; 
would not thy heart be extreamly aftect- 
ed? Andſurely if thy Husband, thy Wife, 
thy Children, thy Servants, are dead in 
fins, in danger of being for ever damned, 
much more reaſon haſt thou to be con- 


cerned for them, and to endeavour by ad- 


viſe, and prayers, and tears, to have them 
turned and reconciled unto God, 

Now Reader, Try thy ſelf by theſe 
figens of Converſion ; if thou findeſt 
them in thy ſelf, thou mayeſt rejoyce, for 
theſe plainly ſhew, that « name 15 writ- 
ren in,the Book of Life. But, if any fin 
be loyed, if thy mind, and conſcience, and 


+ heart, and life be all defiled ; and as thou 


art unrenewed, ſo thon haſt no defire af- 
ter renewing grace ; 1f tnou delighteſt 3n 
the carnal, and art an hater of Saints. 
This ſhews, to converſion thou art 2 
ſtranger, and to this hour art in the gall 
of bitternels. 


[ſe TI, Of Terror, 


Whoever thou art, high or low, rich or 
poor, male or female, that readelt theſe 
lines, and walt never turned. I am ſent 
r0 
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_ ro thee from God with heavy tydings ; 

ſuch, asf thou wert not a bruit, a ſtock, 
would make thee like Belſhazz,ar, when 
upon the view of the hand-writing upan 
the wall, bis countenance was changed, his 
ebowghts troubled hims, the joynts of hut loyns 
were looſed, and his knees ſmute one againſt 
another, Dan. 5. 6, I am to prophecy not 
good concerning thee, but evil. I have ' 
aroll to deliver'thee, but *tis written with- 
mm and without with lamentation, aud mnuru- 
ing and #0. Thou art perhaps jolly and ſe- 
Cure, but this is like the mirth and laugh- 
ter of a fick man out of his ſenſes, wnich 
argues his diftemper to be the ſorer, Alas ! 
finner, Thou haft not reaſon ſo much as 
once to ſmile while in a ſtate of nature. * 
How many threatnings are denounced a- 
gainſt thee > And ſuppoſe thou wert ſur- 
rounded with Cannons, all ready at once 
to be diſcharged at thee, theſe would be 
nothing neer ſo dreadfa] as the threat- 
nings and curſes which the jaſt and jea- 
lous God has nttered.' Open thy eyes and 
look which way thou wilt, enough may be 
perceived to cauſe thy heart to meditate 
terror; above, an angry God ; below, a 
flaming Hell z behind, an innumerable 
- Hoſt of fins purſuing thee ; before, Sa- 
tan 


tan and the world leading thee along in 
the broad way to deſtruction, | 

But more particularly, I would haye 
theſe following Truths laid to heart, 

z. Hhbilſt thox art unconverted thon art 
alſo unpardoned,» Thou ſtandeſt indebted* 
many thouſand talents, and not ſo much as 
one Mite of all that debt 1s paid. The leaſt 
tranſgreſhon does make thee liable to the 
curſe of the Law, and gueſs then what an 
accurſed wretch thy many and thy mighty 
ſins have made thee? Upon thy rfurning & 
acknowledging of thy iniquity, God has en- 
oaved to doit away, he will lay the load 
upon the back of a Mediator 3 butif thou 
wilt not conſent to be turned, thou alone 
mult bear ijt.. Sin 18 another kind of thing 
than thou imagineſt. Adams firſt tran(- 
oreſſion in eating the forbidden fruit, 
which was aggravated becauſe he would 
have been as God; and he believed the 
Serpent, and made God a lyar, and which 
was indeed a rejecting of the whole Co- 
venant of life made with him : Oh Lhow 
did it make himſelf to ſmart? and not 
only himſelf, but his whole progeny are 
the worſe for it. And if one fin has 
drought a curſe upon all the children of 
men z think, O ſoul, how thou wilt be 
able ® 


TI CORVer/0 0; a Sinner, 
able to ſtand under all the fns thou haſt 
committed. 'Sin does make the whole 
Creation groan, it makes the damned to 
lament and to deſpair, and will Le an in- 
_ tolerable load for ever ;, fin was feund 
heavy by our Lord,this cduſed his Agony, 
and made his ſoul exceeding ſorrowful e- 
ven unto death. Nay, God himſelf com- 
plains, that he is prefſed with iniquity, as 
a Cart is preſſed, which is full of ſheaves. 
And wilt_ thou finner make light of it? 
Oh! how heavy wilt thou one day feel 
It? 

2. Whilſt unconverted thoy art treaſuring 
up more and more wrath againſt the day of 
wrath. Thy ſcores are large already, but 
every day thou runneſt on the fcore a- 
freſhzevery day thon makeſt nei wounds, 
though conſcience now be ſo ſtupid thar 
it feels nothing. As thy fin abounds, pro- 
portionadly the vials of divine indignation 
grow fuller, which will at laſt be all em- 
ptied upon thy head. Unnatural cruelty 
to be a Devil tothy ſelf! to be thy own *» 
fonls murderet! Thou art continually 
ſetting thy ſelf at_a greatrer diſtance 
from God, and engaging him more and 
more againſtthee, who alone can be a re- 
fuge and ſalyation to tiee, Thon wilt per- 
celve 


ceive at laſt, thou haſt been thy own foe, 
and ated to thy own confuſion, Jer. 7.19. 
Dothey provoke me to anger, ſaith the Lord, 
dothey not provoke themſelves to the confuſion 
of their own faces ? 

2. Whilſt unconverted, thou vendereſt thy 
ſelf more 'and more nnmeet for glory and 
bleſſedneſs. The more impure thou art, 
the more unfit alſo to ſee God. The abo- 
minations which are loved ard wrought 
by thee, do make thee an improper inha- 
'bitant for the new Fernſalem, The inhe- 
ritance above is an inheritance of Saints , 
tis, 4$ aN incorruptible, {oan andefiled inbe- 
ritance, 1 Pet, 1. 4+ The company is all 
holy, and ſo are the employments. There 
© 3snot a vain or ſinful word ſpoken there ; 
nor an impure deſire or thought to be 
"Found in any that are above, And what 
wouldſt thou do there among them , un- 
leſs a Change be wrought in thee, 

4. If thou turnift not thou art ſure to 
di: : As life 1s far off, ſo death is neer, The 
Pſalmiſt tells us, That God 1 angry with the 
' Wicked every day ; and if be turn nat, he bath 
whet bus ſword, he bath bent his bew and made 
it ready, Plal. 7. In, [2. And when the 
in{truments of dearh are thus prepared, 
*tis a ſign God will make quick work, = 
ſug- 


” Wt 


.denly cut the offender off, Death is cal- 
led 4 King of Terrors ; and it well deſerves 
that name, in reſpect of the ungodly, Then 


their good things are all received,-and the 


evils come upon them, which will never 
be removed ; their torments begin, which 
will never know an end. 5s long as God #9 
God, to have God their enemy ; ſo ling as God 
is happy, to lye in extreameſt miſery ! What 
rongue can utter, or heart imagine the 


horror of this? An angry ſin-revenging- 


Lord wall lay load upon thee, and yer 
keep thee from ſinking into nothing; he 
will uphold thee in thy being, that thou 
mayelt be for ever plagued. He will ſhew 


his mighty power, in holding thee up with 


one hand, that he may laſh thee with the. 


other, unto all eternity. 
{Uſe TIT. Of Conſolation. 


You who have obeyed the Call of God 
to turn; I am commanded to ſpeak peace 
and comfort to you, //a. 40, I. Comfort 
ye, comfort Je my people, ſaith your God. The 
unconverted are not more accurſed than 
you are bleſſed. I have ſeveral tnings to 
tell you, which are enough to make your 


hearts leap for joy. 
1. God 
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1. God hath had thoughts of love toxards 
you before the foundation 7 the world was laid, 
He did predeſt inate and chyuſe you unto the 
adoption of children, Eph: r. long before 
you were. From everlaſting he did de- 
ſign to make you his Hejrs, and joint- 
heirs with Chriſt unto that Kingdom and 
Glory, with which the ſufferings of this 
preſent time are not worthy to d be coth- 
pared. And fince the love of God to- 
wards you 1s from everlaſting, is co-eter- 
nal With himſelf, ſurely if Can never in 
time be changed. 

2. God hath \inſtified ou Gels by his grace; 
throngb the redemption of Jeſus. Chriſt, Rom 
3. 24. As far « «5 the Eaſt is from the Weſt, 
ſo ar are your iniquities removed from yous 

Pſal. 103. 12, and ſurely that's as far as 
you can defire, They are caſt into 
the dep th of the Sea which: argues, when 
they _ to.be ſought for, they ball not be 
{oand;* juſt as thoſe things which are caſt 
into the deve of the Sea, we deſpair that 
ever they ſhould be recovered. Chriſt has 
been wounded for Jour tranſyreſſiors, he bas 
been braiſed for your intquities , Iſa. 53,5. 
And as the- Imputation of your fins to 
Chriſt did cauſe him to undergo real ſuf- 
ferings;. ſo, the imputation of his righ- 
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32: The Converſion of a Sinner. 
teonſmeſs to you, will cauſe a real exem- 
ption from: that -wyrath and puniſhment 
which by fin you have juſtly merited, Be 
of '*o0d cheer Converts, your fins are 
forgiven,and conſequently the curſe of af- 
Ai&tions, and alſo the-ſting of death is ta-= 
ken aWaye 

'3, Youthat are Converts it non't.be long 
ere you Are all, zlorified, Rom.8.30, Mure- 
over, whuns he did predeſtinate them he alſo 
called, and whom he called them he alſo juſt i- 
fed, - and whom he juſtified them he aiſo plorie 
fied. The Lord has promiſed, that thoſe 
who overcome ſhall fit with him on hi$ 
Throne. You'*ſhall not only overcome, 


but be more than CONGArErs through him that . 


has lived you. Manhons are already prepa=- 
red for you,and when you are prepared for 
thoſe Manſions, you ſhall be received in- 
to them. Then, neither the fury nor the 
favour of the world will be a temptation. 
Satans fiery darts will not be able to reach 
you, When once you are gotten into the 
third Heaven. When you are jaſt entring 
into the new Fers/alem, you will ſhake 
kinds both with fn anq miſery at the 
door, and neither of theſe will be able to 


follow. Tears will be wiped away, and all | 


cauſe of ſorrow wall be gone ; there go 
| : 


\ 


The Conver/con'of a Sinner. 3, 
be a clear view of God, without the leaft 
clonds the Sun of righteouſneſs will 
ſhine for ever without any eclipſe, there 
will be intire joy without grief, perfect 
peace without any trouble, complear ho- 
lineſs withoat the leaſt remainder of cor- 
ruption,a full bleflednefswithout period— 


/tfe IV. Of Exhortation, 


, And who would not now become 2 
k Convert > Have you any thing to fay a- 
gainft a pardon, or againſt that glory 
$ |} which has been revealed? Shall it'be 
3 mage 2 queſtion, whether pleaſures for 
& | evermore, or eternal torments are to de 
- | preferred? Oh that you would come to 
r | your (elves! and then I am ſure you 
- | would come to God immediately. 


E The Arguments to perſwade you to 
» | Converhon are divers. 
h | [f J04 IKr1 nut, Y04u canner anſwer the 


I end of 01 your C reation, You muſt not think 
2 | Godgave you a heing o, and ſent you into 
e | the world, to pleaſe your ſelves, to ſatisfie 
'& | your inordinite and corrupt deſires, and 
oO } to live careleſly and rebelliouſly againſt 


It} him; but thus you will do- till you are 
w conyerted. Dia the Lord give you an un- 
Q (; 2 der 


84 The (onverſion of 4 Sinner, 
derſtanding faculty, and not deſign that he 
ſhould be underſtood and known by you ? 
Did he give you a memory, and not intend 
that he ſhould be remembred? Did he 
Sive. you an heart to loye and to deſire, 
and not deſign himſelf to be the chief ob- 
ject of both ? Did he eive you aftections 
that you ſhould give them away to {in and 
vanity ? Oh croſs not any lovger the end 
for which you were made, leſt you Cauſe 
the .Lord: 0 repent and te grieved at the 
heart he made you, Gen, 6. 6, and ſo Te- 
ſolve to deſtroy the workmanſhip of his 


own hands, Tf- you continue obſtinate and 


without underſtanding, He that made you 

will net ſave you, or have mercy on you ; be 

that formed you will ſhew you no favour, Iſas 
27. LT, 


2. Hnleſs you turny You cannot anſwer the. 


end of the death of C briſt, and the Redemptie 
on wrought thereby, Our Lord died not on= 
ty to expiate ofiences, but alſo to purifie 
unto himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of 
g00d works; and that in the budy of hs 
feſt, through death, he might preſent them ho- 
1y and unblemeable, Col. 1, 22. Through 
the eternal Spirit,” be offered up himſelf with- 
out ſpor to God, th..t y bus blood be might purge 


0n7 conſciences from dead works, to Jews. the 
iving 
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{tving God, Heb. 9. 14. From theſe and 
and ſuch like places it evidently follows, 
that not only our pardon, but our phrity 
was defigned by the Lord Jeſus. But how 
Can \ve be pure, unleſs we turn to God 
from-fin which does defile un Chriſt knew 
what a ſickneſs and debaſement of our n#- 
ture (in 18 ; therefore he himſelf was (lain, 
that fin might be killed, And will you 
dare to live in ſin? Hark to the Apoſtle, 
TP. 2.24. Whohis on ſelf bare our fins 


| in hu bedy on the tree, that we being dead to 


fins ſhould live ant» righteouſn:{s, by whoſe 
ſtripes ye were hetled. And as the death of 


- Chriſt is an argument to perſiade to turn 


from ſin, ſo from this death vertue and 
er is to be derived, whereby fin may 
e ſubdued. 

3. Yon are further obliged to turn, becauſe 
of Gods condeſcenſion in giving you leave to 
4s it. If the gulph had been fixed vpon 
th2 very firſt tranſgreſſion , if the turning 
of fallen man had deen as impoſlidlezas the 
turning of the fallen Angels; the Lord 
could not have been charged with the leaft 
10juſtice. Bat although you have *de- 
parted ; he calls after you. Without any 


| detriment or prejudice to his jaſtice, he 
| has found out a way to ſheiy you mercy. 
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86 T he Converſion of a Sinner; 
The Devils were never called to'conver- 
ſion 3 asſoon as ever they had finned they 
were fettered in chains of darkneſs that 
ſhall never be unlooſed, But hark what 
wiſdom ſayes, Prov, 8, 4. Unts you, O men 
T call, and my vow is tothe ſcn5.of man, You 
have often {topt your ears, Oh that at laſt 
you would hear, that your ſouls may live. 
/Phe long deafning 'of your ears may pro- 
voke the Lord to ſhut his mouth; and 
then-you will never be converted, never 
healed. 

4- Conhder, Who *tus thit calls upon you. 
#0 turn ; and what is hu deſion in it. You | 


are undone wretches, who have neither,Þ, 


Skill, nor will, nor power to ſave your 


ſelves. And he that calls after you is a God Þ 


to whom power arid mercy does belong, 
And his deſign 1s to make his power and 
mercy known in you. His aim is, to brin 
you neer, that he manifeſt himſelf to voy, 
as he does not manifeſt himſelf unto the 
world; to ſhield you from danger, to ſup- 
ply your needs, according to the riches of 
his glory, to deliver you from every evil 
work, and to preſerve you to his heavenly 
Kingdom, And is there any harm in all 
21s? 

5. *Tis unreaſonable tht the world ur fin 


ſhould 
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ſhould be an hindrance, and any, longer ſtave 


you off from God, Well -may you turn from 
fin, for that deſeryes your hatred ; well 
may your hearts turn from 1dol:zing the 
world and the things of it, for theſe de- 
ſerve your ſcorn. All things beſides God, 
are either hurtful or helpleſs, Nothing 
more hurtful than fins and they that have 
expeQed help from the creatures, have 
found themſel ves deſtitute and forlorn in 
their extremity. 

6. If you turn to Ged, be will net fail to 
turn t0 90. His ear ſhall beturned, and be 
open to your cry 3; his hand ſhall beupon 
you forgond; and in the hollow of his 


» hand you ſhall be ſecure z he 1s greater 


than all, and none ſhall be able to pluck * 
you out of his hands; he wall not hide, but 
turn his face towards you ; he will give 
peace as well as mercy, he will let. you 
know that pardon is multiplied, that your 
love alſo may be increaſed. The debtor. 
loved much, to whom much was forgiven. 
Finally, the ſtream of his benefits ſhall be 
turned towards you, The Lord will do you 
200d, and delight in doing ſo, Temporal 
things you ſhall not want, ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings ſhall be ſhowred down abundantly, 
aad at laſt you ſhall aſcend, and be on 
| te 
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The (onverſion of a Sinner, 
red into his immediate preſence, where 
God will tarn to you, ſo as never to with- 
draw more. Be not afraid or diſmayed 
whoever turn againſt you for converſion 
ſake, The Lord himſelf is with you, and 
for you, and he will turn to good what ad- 
verſaries do mean for ey1l. 

7. Not only bes Wird, and Miniſters, and 
Spirit, bur alſo his Providences call upon you 
to turn to God, Both his mercies and his 
judgments do preſs this exhortation to 
converſion. The ſtreams of goodneſs that 
continually run towards you, and which 
ſometimes ſivell and overflow abundantly, 
do fignifie that *tis your wiſdom to forſake 
the broken ciſterns, and come to the foun» , 
eain of tiving waters. His mercies ſpeak 
this language, that *tis good to return 1n- 
to, and obtain an intereſt in the Father of 
them. Then theſe mercies will be in mer- 
cy. Cords of love are caſt about you on 

urpoſe to.draw you unto the God of love 
and peace.Oh that you weulg rvn to him ! 
The riches of his goodneſs are unlocked 
and diſcovered, that hereby y0u may be led 
wnro repentance, ROM. 2. 4, 

His judgments likewiſe are inflicted in 
purſuance of the ſame defign. That is the 
yYoice that's uttered-by then; Gp return #n- 

2 to 


to the Lord, for he hath torn and be will beal 
you ; be hath ſmitten, and he will bind you wp, 
Hoſ. 6. 1. The Fire of Londox calls upon 
the Inhabitants of it, and of the whole 
Land, ſince they have not only heard” of 
God by the hearmsg of the ear, but their 
eyes have ſeen him marching out ſo 
dreadfully againſt them, toabhor them- 
ſelves, and to repent in duſt and aſhes. 
Thoſe many thouſands which were cut off 
by the plague of Peſtilence, although they 
are dead, they ſtilI ſpeak ; and that which 
they (ay is this. Oh you that are alive, r= 
turn, return unto the Lord your God, for after 
death*twill be tos late todo it, 

8. Conhider, As 1et *ris not ' too Late to 
txrn to'God, Though hitherto itupid , af 
nov you will awake, though hitherto re- 
frattory 3 if now you will yield your 
ſelves to the Lord, though hitherto you 
have ſhut the door to keep in hn, and to 
keep out Chriſt; if now at laſt you will 
open at the knock of the Goſpel, and con- 
ſent that your luſts ſhould be expelled, 
and the Lord Jeſus enter; he is ready to 
receive yon into grace and favour and all 
former denials, aftronts, repulſes, ſhall be 
forgotten” and forgiven. The Scepter is 
{t11] held forth, the Lord is not removed 

from 


from. the Mercy-feat 5 mercy and grace 
' may ow be had, if you will come for it. 
But if you will not know When you are 
well oftered, and are reſolvednot toceaſe 
from .your ſtubborn way ; an oath' may 
ſoon be {worn 1n-wrath, that you.ſhall ne- 
ver enter into Reſt ;and God may ſay,He 
that's filthy, let kim be filthy ſtill 3 he that ts 
wninſt, let him be unjuſt fill ; he that is. joyned 
to the profits and pleaſures of the world which 
he makes his idols, let hims alone ; he that 
deſpiſes tbe offer of prace, ſhall not have ano- 
_ ther offer ; he that now refuſes to be converted 
ſhall never be a Convert, 

Oh that I could prevail by all theſe ar- 
gnments, But left they ſhould take no 
1mpreſſion, leſt they ſhould {lip out of 
your-minds, and have no influence upon 
your hearts, I ſhall ſecond them. 

With a woice from Hell, 

With a woice from Heaven. 

With a woice from Chriſt himſelf. 

1, With a woice frem Hell. Imagine 
therefore, a damned (inner, who has lain 
many years in the burning lake, ſhould 
have leave to come and appear in the face 
of this aſſembly ; and a river of tears ha- 
vipg firſt guſhed out of his eyes, and for 
" a while ſtopt his expreſſions, he at length 
| Tt.9ald thus ſpeak to you. Curſed 


"he Converſion vf- 4 91nner, 
Curſed.be the day wherein I was borny and - 
that night wherein it was ſaid there is a man- 
eb1ild conceived | Let that day be darkneſs,let 
n't God regard it from on high, neither let the 
light ſhine apon it. Alas, 'rwere better never 
to have been «t all, than to be for ever miſera- 
ble! How intolerable are the guawings of the 
never dying worm ? how hot and unFrenchable 
are thiſe flames, which the breath of the Lord 
as aſtream of brimftone doth kindle? 

The world &s extreamly miſtaken in fin. 
They think, it light and plexſant, and jo [1 
thought once, as well as they ; but now I find 
hoa witally I was deceived ; 1 feel ſins weight, 
and tofte, yea am dranken with the gall and 
wormmood of it, I find that trat, which before 
I was told,. but nould mot believe, that *tis 4 
fearful thing to fall into the bands of the living 
God. His mighty hands have taken hold of me, 
and buund me hand and foot, and thrown me 
into outer darkneſs. 

And there I muſt lie tortured to Eternity ! 
Oh that word does rend my very heart, kills 
all hoze, ſinks and quite overwhelnis me tn nt- 
ter de{prpone 17 after millions of millions 
of apes - my torments were to end, I ſhould 
ſtrengthen w1y ſelf under my ſorrows; but ſinte 
after ſolong a ſpace of time 1 ſhall be as far 
frem releaſmg, as the firſt moment 1 WAS 119- 


pri- 


; he Converforn of a Sinmr, 
' priſoned; tou is that mbich makes my prief to 
know no bounds, becauſe my miſery knows 
gone. Oh what phrenzy peſſeſs'd me, that for 
the ſake of a little gain and pleaſure,for a ſhore 
ſeaſon, which jin d1d yield me, 1 ſhould venture 
to dyell wth devouring fire, and to inhabit 
everlaſting burninss ! 

But I $ aft only blame my ſelf ; God is ſe- 
' were, but not in the leaſt unrighteous, Hecale 
led, bat Irefuſed, he ſtretched forth his hand, 
but I diſregarded him, T ſet at nought all bis 
connſe|, and would none of hs reproofs ; I re= 
wm:mber very well, he ſpake to me often to turn 
ot of the paths that lead to deſtrution and mi- 
fery ; bat 1 wwnld needs go on. 1 was warned 
to flie from thewrath to come, but { would take 
r'warning. | was intreated to be reconciled, 
bat reſolved to continne a rebel. [ would nt be 
made clean, though the Lord waited to be gra« 
cions, and frequently ſaid, When mill it once 
be | 

And what | Will any of you continue in 
the ſame deſperate mind that 1 was of > Will 
y0u ſtill cheriſh the ſelf-ſame ſins for kind that 
were my undoing? Behold the fianMÞ about my 
ears, and oh that you could conceive the an- 
puiſh of my heart ! Be wiſe, be miſe, and ac- 
cept of mercy and ſalvation while *tis tendered 
royou; for if once you come to thrs place of 
oY tor = 


torment, the Lord will forget to be gracions, 
and bis mercy will be quite and clean gone foy 
ever. 

2, A voice from Heaven. Stppoſe one 
of the glorified Saints who has been .an 
Inhabitant of the heavenly Jeraſalem, who 
has converſed with an innumerable com- 
pany of Angels, and has ſeen God face to 
face ; ſhould for a while leave his bliſsful 
Manſion, and having abundance of joy and 
olory in his looks, ſhould ntter ſuch kind 
of language as this before you, 

Oh the height, and length, and depth, and 
breadw of the love of Chriſt nhich paſſes 
knowledge | How unſearchable ts hu;,goodnefs, 
and hes mercy paſt finding out | Worthy th: 
Lamb thit nas ſlain, t) receive power, and 
riches, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and- ho- 
nour, and plory, and bleſſing ;, for by his blued 
he has redeemed me, with millions mire, ont 
of every kindred, and wnguey and peiple, and 
Nation} I was called to turn and live, and 
throaph r#ch grace was enabled to obey the Call; 
and now 1 find what a glorious life that is, unta 
which ſancere and prrſevering Converts ſhall 
at laſt be brozghr. Thu walife that"s free 
frem fin, and free from ſuffering, that will ne- 
ver ſee death, or bein danger of the grave. 

*T# be? of all tab: neer to God, Chriſt is 


with 
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without alt controver ſie the beft Maſter, to be 
fubjeBt to him it is to reign, and reign for ever ! 
What ails the blind and ſt nyid world, that they 
ſee no form nor comlineſs in this faireſt among 
ten thouſand, the light of whoſe countenance 
makes heaven not tonzed the light of the Sun, 
or Moon, or Stars t His; beayt J 7s all -ſarpaſ - 
fing, hs grace is mach myre precious than gold 
that periſhes ; but his olory, *tts n0t lanful, 
or poſſtble for me to utter. 

And now will any of you any longer flight 
bim? Open your eyes and ſee evidently that 
90x are the children of perdition, the ſcns of 
death without him 5 bat through him you may 
be tarned, through him you mey be ſaved, with 
a great and everlaſting ſalvation. Surely then 
you have reaſon tovalue bim above all 5 thyugh 
the whole world, nay though ten thouſand 
werlds ſhould ftand in competition with him. 

3. Hear awiice *rim Chriſt himſelf, Ima- 
ine the Lord Jeſs appearing with alight 
fxr above the brightneſs of the Sun. Sup- 
poſe ſome of his Angels as his Harbingers 
and forerunners, coming before him, and 
crying, Holy, holy,holy,z the Lord of Hiſt, 
and at laſt himſelf.vi6bly filling this place 
with his Majeſty and with kis glory, and 
having ſtricken an awe into yon, and 
wrought in you an admiraticn of his ex- 
cellency 


Vernon! uo . 
cellency and oreatnels , ſuppoſe him 
thus ſpeaking and pleading with you. 

Look unto me and te ye ſaved all ye ends of 
the earth , I am your Redeemer, and there is 
none e ſes 3 you have deſtroyed your ſelves, bat 
in me, and me alone, you may find help; n= 
_ I make you free, fin will ſill reign in Jo, 
and if it reign, it will alſo ruine ; unleſs 1 
binde the fireng man armed, he will heep you 
bound, and lead you captive at hu pleaſare ; 
unleſ: I turn, and bring you neer ta God, you 
will ran fertber and farther anay from bim, 
till at laſt there be no poſſibility of returning, 
How long ye ſimple ſouls will ye love fimplici- 
ty, and fools bate knowledge > Turn ye at my 
reproof ; behold I will powr out my ſpir#t upon 
J0u, { will make known my words anto you. 

Former contempts F will "paſs by, if now 48 
laſt you will receive me. I will free you from 
the guilt, and from thy power of fin, 1 will pa- 
cafie my Father: anger, thongh by lrtaking his 
L twi, and deſpiſing me his Son, you have ne- 
wer [o much incenſed him. Thongh by nature 
captives, I will make you Kings and Prifts ; 
though by ſin traitors and enemies, 1 will make 
you Sons, and heirs of God, and coheirs with 
mY ſelf, wha am the Heir of all things. Yeu 
ſhall in no caſe be miſerable, if all chat fulneſs 
which dwells in we can ſatisfie and make you 


happy. And 


= 4 ks 
- $ ” 


, nu#F/ron of 4 Sn 


[And afcer all this, 'my brethren, wilf 
you be fond of fin and rue? Otihear the 
yoice of the Son of God, who is not wil- 
ling you ſhould periſh. 

How ſhall I do'to work upon you? Me- 
thinks I could be willing that theſe words 
ſhould be my laſt, upon cenditiun' they 
might be powerful and effetual to the 
converting, and healing, and ſaving all 
thatare within-the ſound of them. Me- 
thinks I coald be willing. to expire here, 
and be carried dead out of the Pulpit, up- 
on condition all you might hear, fo as to 
turn.from your evil wayes and live, Moſt 
of- thoſe thouſands which are before me 
are.tpknown to me: But this-T know,that 
you all- have ſouls, and that every ſoul is; 
| worth a world. Oh.that you all would con- 
ſult your ſouls intereſt and lafety ! 

But leſt it ſhould he in vain, if I only 
ſpeak to you, I ſhall dire my words un- 
to. him Who is Lord over all. 

And 6b that he who works, and non? can let 
er binder, would work 4 thorow ſaving change 
in yeu! Oh that he would pity thoſe among 
304, who are unto your ſelves cruel) Ob that 
he would awaken the ſouls, that are not only 
aſleep, but dead | and break, the hearts which 


bave made themſelves as an Adamint $4* 
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Oh that he wom!d convince you of your fin and 
miſeryy and effettually turn yon from the one, 
that you 1819 be for ever freed from the other ! 

To theſe Petitions let evety heart ſay, 
Amen ! 


Uſe V, Of Direction. 


I would believe by this time, that you 
are willing to hearken unto, andlikewiſe 
follow ſome dire&ions, how t&%2come 
fincere Converts, Directions how to get 
eaſe when you are in pain 3 now tgirece- 
ver hee{th,when you are fick ; or at 2Hate 
Which. you have loſt, .I am configent 
would be heeded. And are not direMfons 
from the infallible word.of trath, how to 
be turned and ſayed, of far greater con- 
ſequence ? if 


The DireRions are theſe which follow. 


I. Think #pon, and with a ſerious. ſyirit 
c0n/ider your wayes, This Cunfideration had 
great influence upon the Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 
119. 59. / thought on my wayes, and turned 
my feet nntotby teftimonies. I made haſte and 
delayed not, & c, That injun&ion is. don- 
bled, Hag..1, 5. And again, v, 7, Thus 

H ſaith 
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os be "onver fron of a Sinner, 
ſaith the Lord of hiſts, Conkder your wayes. 
And that paſſage, Ezek, 18. 14. is to be 
obſerved. Now lo, if be beget a Son that 
ſerth all bis fathers ſins which he hath dong, 
and conſidereth and doth not ſach likes &c. 
If Hinners would but conſider what they 
do, when they do evil,it would be a means 
to make them ceaſe to do evil, and learn 
to do well. Conſider the miſery and dan- 
ger of being at a diſtance from God. The 
wayes Which naturally you walk in, do 
lead you away from him; and the Scrip- 
ture ſayes, T hoſe that are far ſrim God ſhall F 
petri, be will deſtroy all them that go a wbo- 
from him, Pſal. 73- 27. Think of 

e things ſolong,, till you find your 
hearts affeCed, ſo as to conclude it height 
of madneſs to lye ſectre in an unconvert= 
ed ſtate. Let this thought take deepam- 
preſſion. All the while thog perſ;ſteſt intby 
evil wayes, thou forſakeft the Lord, and for- 
ſakeſt thy own mercies, and art travelling 
Por t) the regions of etirnel "mo and dark- 
neſs, 

2, Study the vanity of former excuſes. 1 
know the natural mans mouth is very full 
of them , but *tis yery eafie to anſwer 
them, gl 


Sin, 
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Sin, thou ſayeſt, is rivited in thy yery 
nature. 

Therefore thou hadſt need” to cry to heaven, 
that thy nature may be changed, and to be made 
anew creature. 

Bat ſin is the commune praRiſe, 

Therefore thy danger is the greater, and 
thou ſhowldft be the more careful, leſt theu be 
overwhelmed in that rain that will be ſo gene- 
ral, 

But my luſts are both profitable and 
pleaſant, and why then ſhoul[dI abandon 
them ? 

Confder ſoul whether the damned who have 


 Toff their ſouls and eternal bleſſedneſs, and ſut- 


ſer the vengeance of eternal fire, have atty rea- 
fax to beaff of gain or jle1ſure? 
-* But men will deride and ſcorn me, if I 
become a Conyert. 
They that do ſo are beſides themſelves, and 


ſober people uſe nut to be concerned at the langh- 


ttr of ſuch as are out of their wits, Oh con= 
temn their conterppt, deſpiſe the ſhame they caſt 
upon 308; ſhertly they themſelves will wiſh,that 
inſtead of ſeorning at, thty had been imita- 
tors of 308. 

But to turn thto and follow God is ve- 
ry hard, and the difficulty 1s a very great 
diſcouragement. H 2 The 


"x00 . The {onverfon of 4 Sinner, 
' The mork is hard indeed, bat the firength 
and aſſiſtance ts great, which ſhall le afforded. 
The Lord will nwork, af your works in you and 
for you, Tha. 26. 12. He commands no- 
thing, but what he ts ready to help you to per- 
form himſelf. | 

Bit if I am a Convert, I ſhall neyer 
ſive a pleaſant hour ; my tears will be my 
meat anddrink, and my ſorrows my per- 
pefual companions. 


Ob groſs miſt ake ), and unreaſonable preju- 
dice againſt the wayes of holineſs | If gedli- 
neſs be ſo melanchuly a buſineſs; why duesthe 
S we ' tell us of peace which paſſeth all un= 


derſtanding, and joys that are unſpeakable and . , 


ſull of plory ? Why is David ſo often ſinging, 
ſe often barping, if mirth and Religion” were 
*'AovGofrg., altogether inconſiſtent. 

Oh but if I turn, IT ſhall be expoſed to 
ſuſtering, 

_ Well, ſuppoſe thos art , the ſufferings of thus 
preſent tione are not worthy zo be compared with 
rhe preſent grace and conſolation, which will 
attend. thytrials, much leſs with the olury that 


WW,  fhajl be revealed. | 


Study the vanity of all ſych excuſes, 
3+ Save your ſelves from the, untoward ge- 
neraticn' you live emong, TMs was, the ad- 
VICE 


The Converſion of a Sinner. I0T 
vice the Apoſtle gave to them that- had 
been. awakened and pricked in their heart, 
Atl. 2. 40. You mult ſhake hands with 
your former brethren in iniquity , elſe 
they , will be a great temptation and ſnare 
to you, Carnal company are incarnate 
devils, who endeavour to draw as many 
as they can to Hell along: with them. 
Therefore the wiſeſt of men does vſe ſo 
many words of caution, Prov. 4. 14, 15. 
Enter not into the path of the wicked, and v0 
not jw the nay of evil men, aveid it, paſs 
not by it, turn from it and paſs away, Tnough 
you are not bonnd to be morcſe ard unci- 
vil towards the ungodly, take heed of be- 
ing delightfully familiar. Many a con- 
viRtion and good reſolution has cooled and 
vaniſhed, by our lighting into the ſociety 
of the wicked. Suck not in any prejudi- 
ces from them againſt trne piety.; . and 
when they preſume co prate againſt pray- 
er, hearing, faſting, profeſſing, when they 
quarrel againſt the Lord's day, and cen- 
ſure the Lord's people ; look upon all 
this, but as. the ravings of ſuch as. are 1n a 
ſpiritual ſenſe diſtracted, 

4. Deſpiſe not Prophecyings. The Mani- 
{try ofthe Word is ordained on putpoſe 
to 
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'to work faith, and to turn finners unte 
God; and therefore Jet not drowſineſs, 
diſtraRion, cares, or pleaſures, or luſts, 
or the deceitfulneſs of riches Choak this 
. Word, and hinder it from proſpering to 
this end whereunto it is appointed, When 
Ezekjel prophefied over E dead and dry 
bones, they preſently revived, and a 
valley of dead bones became a li- 
ving Army. And who knows while 
thou art propheſied over, by the Miniſtry 
of the Goſpel;but of a ſudden thon mayeſt 
be made alive, who waſt dead in treſpaſ- 
ſes. Let powerful preaching be prized 
\ and frequented by you ; Certainly the 
word has a converting power when *tis ſet 
home, P/al. 19. 7, The Law o the Lord 
is perfett, converting the ſoul ; the teſtimony 
of the Lord & fare, making wiſe the ſample, 
5+ Quench not the Spirit, 1 Theſ. 5. 19. 
His conviction you muſt not ſte, but 
improve. The Spirit of the Lord ſome- 
times approaches very neer unto a drun- 
Kard, a ſwearer, a covetous worldling, an 
unclean perſon, 2nd tells them, the way 
they take it is perverſe before him, that 
there is but a ſtep between them and 
death, between them and damnation 3 and 
there- 
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therefore Moves them 'to. hamiliation,and 
eo reformation, * He informs them they 
had better leave their fins, than be un- 
done for their ſake. Now ſuch convicti- 
oris might be hejghtned into Converſion, 
if - they were but cloſed with, and im- 
proved. But thouſands refit the holy 
Ghoſt; they had rather be permitted to 
fin without diſturbance, than to haye the 
waters troubled, though upon ſtepping 
in, they might be healed, what ever their, 
ſpiritual malady and plague be. Doſt thou 
find the Spirit neer thee 3 Oh heed his 
| checks, comply with all his motions, and 
beg that thou mayſt not be put off with 
commune operations ; but that a ſaving 
work may be wrought in thee } 

6. Lay hold ; and plead the Lords own 
Covenant. In this Covenant he has en- 
oaped to pive "You 4 new heart, to cleanſe you 
from your filthineſs ayd your idols ; to 
pat hs Spirgt within you, and cauſe you to walk 
in hs Statutes; that ts, in one word to 
convert you, Ezek. 36. 255 26, 27. Be 
earneſt that theſe promiſes may be accom- 
pliſhed. Reſolve to take no nay, the Lord 
will be pleaſed with your importunity, in 
a matter which *tis ſo much for his _ 
wy 
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grant! you, You cannot 
your ſelves, but -he can as eafily do "this 
work, 2s leave it undone. Qne word of 
life and po'ver will -zaiſe you. And fince 
he ſayes, Turn ye, turn ye from 
M p Je, turn » Your evil 
azes, for why will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ; 
preſently make this. Text,into a' pra f. 
Turn Hs, turn 3 from our evil wayes, r5:gari 


fbuuld we die, © thou God of Iſrael 1 - 


